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COMING EVENTS 

,January 31. Kenya-'l'anzanla tr.lp, j.� weeks, Call Halllday, ��AL�-74?4 

!1'nhruary 2-J. Parad.l.se lee Cave. Ca..1 l. Anderson, dayLJmc·!G 622-381+(.l 

l•'ebruary 15-16, Trout Lake area. Call Anderson. 

February 16-17. 1971+ Western Region Educational Seminar near 
Portland, Oregon, See next pages for additional information, 

februa:ry 18. Regular F,rotLo meeting; Hallidays, 1117 J6th Avenue 
east at East Madison St. 8 PM, W'L th a pick of some pit pict 's 
by Alex Sproul, 

February %J-24, Relocation. of Lost Cave, Call Jan Hoberts, PR8-850J 

March, Pa poose Cave, Call Sproul, 964-?..505. 

May ?.5-27, ML, St, Helens Steam Cave, Call Halliday, 

May ?.5-?7, Papoose Cave, Memorial Day Mini-Convention, & Second 
lnternational Papoose Culvert Crawl. Call Bob Brown, 762-7614, 

,July 4-7. Cave Ridge ice cream feed and helicopter lottery. CalJ 
Blad , 564-0988, 

Aup;usL 12-16. NSS 1974 Convention, Deco.Lah, Iowa, 

Labor D3y weekend: NW Regional ConvenUon,. Cra ters of the Moon. 

clune 14-22. NSS 1975 C onve n t i on, l'�ly, Nevada? 

NEW GROTTO MEMBERS 

Rod Crawford, Bucke Musewn, U of W, Seattle, Wa, 98466. Phone 
through _54J-1668, 

Tom Cunningham, 119 N. 19Jnl., Sea.tUe, Wa, 981JJ. Phone: _546-3410 

Candy Reinstatler, 5211 Meridian N., Seattle, Wa. 98103. Phone 6J2-)1J9 

Jan Conn reports that Jew�l Cave has reached the 50 mile mark. 
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Hon Lonp;, and Mark V'u1\.ng, :;howtnp; i.' • Lrue Cascade Gavi..np; 
spirll, :-;loggerl through I.� fee t of Trout Lnr\.eS J'.i.nest Janu:�.ry snow 
for m ore than an hour w:i tho11 L :;r10;.1 !;r1oes to visl t Out House Cave. 
No report was ·�ecieved as Lo what Lhey found , The duo then conLinuetl 
on to Cheese Cave, and then Deadhorse Cave . They report that the 
latter is, "full of water, " just a few fee t inside the lower entrance . 

The Oroville area sc ou Lin('; group was dist;uaded from i Ls pers ui t 

oJ' more Wa.sh ington caves by western Wash\ rip; Lon's wlnter weather. 

The trip wiII be re��chcd11h�rl in Uw spr.i ng. 

Torn Cu n11l rw;ham, an<i a l.'r'1 <niri v 1 ::-> i Led /:{;;trnsey /Drl. ve in Cave, and 
r-. por·L whaL may be a.nc)ther �;l.nk f'onni1111: 'in I.hf' rnldcl.l.e of' the road 
abn·il. one hundcrerJ feel bel.ow Ham:·;ey Cave �;:lnk. IL is sa.ld Lo be 
;tpproaching car catc h .i. ng �;l ze. (I wo1iJd br Lhc last one 1n the 
worlri to c omplaln, but what h<:1.ppc;ns lf Lhc road hecomes unusable? 
Does someone, horror of horrors , go up LJ1ert:; and fill up the holes7) 

A NOT SO llECt;NT FIELD TRIP 

« From t.he "Huntsville Grotto Newsletter," Volume XIV, Number 10. 

Adventures in Cascade Caving 

or 

"Alex ·1 n WonderJ.and" 

Any s j rn.i Jari. ty be twc·�f'n caving in Alabama and the art/science/sport 
pracUccd in the "great" Norlhwest h;, at best, coincidental. Such is 

the i.mpre:-;sj on of thi s Vi rginj a-come-AJ.abar:ia troglcxene upon being so 
rudely banished to the far reaches of the earth. 

My introduct ion to caving in the Cascades has been swift and 
me rci less and thereby has served to accentuate how totally incomparable 
the underground experience can be in two geograph ic regions of the same 

c:o11ntry. I am supri serl, in fact, that Southeastern and Northwestern 

cavers can find enough in common Lo join a sjngle organization. 
Herewith .I recount my transition for your enlightenments 

Hav ing estab lished my household , I sought out the Cascade Grotto 
i.n Seattle as the nearest NSS affili ate . The NEWS diC.n't list any 

NSS'ers on Fort Lewis and only two in nearby Tacoma (tho' I have since 
found there are several more listed under unrecognizabl e suburbs ) . I 
intend to visit the Oregon Gro7..to (Charlie Larson, et al ) occasionally 

too, but 110 miles is a long way to commute . Having become accustomed 
Lo one grotto' s particu lar mor1 us operendi and unique conglomeration of 
social deviates, it is difficult for one to readily assimj.late into 

another; l wl11 therefore refrain from nommenting on grotto compositi on 

policy, ect. It 1zoes without saying, though, that y ou HG folks should 
t.a.ke pr .i. de jn being THE besl grotLo ��oing. 
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1 found i.t interesting Lhal the CascaJc Gro�Lo 1aLch depicts a 

v:i.ew-fro111-above of a cave r r;J.jlf>f�l1ng inLo an 1.mpre�,:·�iv'' opening. lL's 
;1 c:uriou:c; :.; elec t ion in thaL no such :c;ceneG are ind.i.genou�; to the area! 
The cleepesL s lnp.;le pitch .ln the �;tale is mear .50 feet., ar;d Lhe:r:e are 

on.ly a handful of caves Lhal require ver.·Ljca1 Lechnlque at 1:1.ll.. Such 

Implement:::> as racks and jumar::.:; are rorcir,n to a11 but the rno:..;t cm;mopoJ.i.Lan 

cuvers, wi l.h double brake barn and pr-u:;Jks be\.rw; the order of Lhe da.v. 
The elecLr.i.c light is also vlrtua"IJ.Y unknown; I fincl n',y(;clf scoffed at 
and rnor.ked even wh:U e i.'llurnlnaLi rw; their machinations over recarbiding 

a�:d Lip rearnlng, But to ��:ct back Lo my talf: of being i.ntro•iuced Lo 

NorLhwesL cavlng.,. 

At the Alw;uc.L meeti11g, J wa�; invitt:d on a tdp to D.ynarn:ltecl Cave 

U1e folJow.l.ng weeke nd . Ha.vine; heard tale�� from HG '77- convention8ers, 

T was loolrl.:1p; forward Lo iL. A t  mi.cl-week 1 was to.Ld th:·.1 the rlesLinatlon 

harl been changed to "Cave Hid1;e'�" Lhe only l.i.me�;tone kaD3t. 1n the area, 
arid that departure-� L.i.me would. be 11 a.m. due to Lhe cli�:.tance! Know \ ng 
r10 l.hi. rw; oJ' the area, I was more r! i sa.ppoi ntcd at the ungodly rnee Ling 

lime than at the chanr�e of cavc2. Was I in for a suprl se! 
During the trip ou t (rr.y car had been sugr•;ested) , I was pri med 

with :;;uch phrases as " N ewton Cn.v•· is Washirvr,ton.'s fi.nest" and "it's 
a 500-foot-deep sys Lem--a real challenge--a terrific cave." Not unU l 

we were parked at Snoqualmi e }Jass (Elev. 3200 feet) was l t casually 

rnenLl.oned that Newton was on the oth,::r sjde of Lhe mountain at the 

.')400 fool level! Never again w.i.11 this caver bl Leh about the hike 
to valhalla or. Fern, or even Gary Self! Around. thE.se parts, 1rettinp; 

to the cave is more of a cha LI enp;e than the cave itself (a:··d ridge­
waJ.kinp; is virtualJ.y unhearrl of). These mountains are incredible 
(and rJ') that ain't ever in Georgia--I'd climb Incredible and .lt'anlastlc 

cornM. ned before I'd climb Cave Ridge agai.n!) I t's a 100% grade 

through 2000 vert :i.cal fe•:i. of tanr�lerl unuerlirw;h and rock slides 
t'tl l y ou reach Lhe tree Linc, a three-hour hike! By the time I 
reached the toll I was havi.ng second thou�ht : ;  abollL doinr:; even a 
"Turn bli ng Rock." 

T t wa�� apparent by [J(M Lha L Lhc name · J Lhe v,ame was "Let's 

see what this Flatland 'l'our .. . 1�;Ler ·1�; made ouL of." There are several 

nol.a.b:Le caves on Cave RldgP, including the .cpnound llelH10.le, Cascade, 
and others of allecl p;ed beaiity, bu L the selection of Newton took a 

sadlsti� mind. The cave is ut ter l y devoid of any redeeminB social 

value. It's a fault cave; not a joint controlled solu ti on cave, but 
a fault, pure and simple. No evidence whatever of any water action, 

though it's not because the water isn't trying, As with the outside 

of the mountain, the cave's horizontal extent is decelving; though 
only some 1500 feet in length, it is over 500 feet deep, which makes 
for a lot of exercise. Because :i.t is only a fault, its environs are 
anyH:i ng but hos pi table , and all but humanly impossible . Jagged rock 

clutches at you always, there being no "\v.alking passage" a :id precious 

l:i. t Lle where hands-and-knees crawling is possible. And to make things 
more pleasant Northwest caves

'· 
maintain a �efreshine; J2-J5° F temperature . 

(m,y trac'!itional Penney's ccveral J s were alJ. but destroyed and ass i sted 
me in gaining first-hand knowledge of the effects of hypothermia. ) 

For U:a t 500-foot depth, the only vertical work required was a 
40' rlrop near the e ntr;:rnce, two 30..::.footers en route, and the 80-foot 
wonrler at the V"!r'-J ba.ck. A1·1 were cramped, rigged. to bolts for lack 
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nf any f0rm;:i.lions, han VP.ry ll �.tle :frpr;fa.11, and were C]Uite wet. 

My jnchworm Rear made quite a hlt on the way out. Five of us were 

sharirw three sets of gear, and m i.ne was so popul;'lr (tl-iey'rl never 
r;r<'n nne ) that V1rcP. of us useri i t. Our ·--it w;3.s undr.rstandably 

;v;or1i.zinr;ly slow. Round trip t.lme thrn1wh I.he� 1�av0 was .iust under 
11 hour��. J later learned T w:1.s one of t.welvt� reople -to havP. seen 
thr bn t. Lorn. A guy's 1�ot ta he crar.y to go c;ivi n{'; around here. 

Thi� hike, no,· climb haek <town thP mount:�:! n was an ar:ony in 
11.r;Plf. One co11ld see the car vtrl.11a1·1y t.he whole way <lriwn, and 
di:-..1.:i.nce perceptlon on s uch a �>lope ls 1·rustratlnf�ly df;cepUve. 
Get.Un{� ur·.ed to cl\rnhlnp; rlown a mrnintar\n about twice :i.:-; f.1.r-;t as 
r· Ii mhl ng U., T t�xpr.ctr�d Lo be rlm1n in nbo11t ;i,n hour , h11L the rlescenL 

Lonk ;;i.not.her 3 hours of const.:int.'ly t.hlnking I wci.s ":ilmod. there." 

Ancl oh, the backs of my lP.v,s! 
H::tvin� passed my initi<ltion, T was now presumably quaUfied tn 

vis:lt cri.ves wlth somethj_np; worthw.ile to offer. The others apolo�ized 
for taking me, unprepared, on so rl:i. fficult a trip, and I had considerable 

rli ffuc ul.ty exp1.aJ.ntnr: to them that my object i on was not to the physical 
r�xercise bu t to the utter Jack on any ra!Jon;-11 rnotivat·\on for such 
rrolonged tortun�. Newton Cave ls c;lmply not wo rth Lhc trouble i.. t 
wo1J 1 d -Lake to bl ow ·\ t shut. On the lonr; r1 cle home, a few stories ahout 
Alaharn;i cave�; had thP.rn '111 p;lassy-eyerl with wonder (at lea�;t I thl.nk 

l t was wonrler ) and hy thR Ll me WP. arrl vP.d home at J a. m. they w�ll 
reo.dy to chart.Ar a pl ane to go sr'i: ::i. "real" cave. 

�rom my kitchen window, I can see Mt. Ralnler in al] 1ts splender 
70 m i l es away, and T've al.ready got a ren.l ca�;e of "s11rnmtt fever-." 

A week ::igo, th0 f�tml ly and J hiked tip to the gl nr.ier (Nesq11n. lly) 
on a sparkling blue day. Lat.er, ri.t Par;idise, T r;in 1nto Charlle 
AnrlArson, i'l Cascade Grotto mcmbr•r ci.nd founrl0r of the Tnternationa·1 

Gl.id OSTJP.leoJ oe;1 cal Survey ( ! ! ) , who i nvlted roP. to come np to the 
Paradise Tee Caves. In several year's work, he has mappP.d over 8 
rn i les of passap;e ( thoup;h I sometlme::; wonder if a 11 8 miles of it 
ever exists at one time). 

Enl·i sti �ig the o:ther Tacoma-area cavers to go al on�, we h1ked up 
to the caves the first weekend after Labor fuy and met Charlie and 
some Vanc(rnver (B.C.) friends 1-rho were on a week-long mapping expedition. 

(By Lhts time T h;id logisUcall.y prepared myself for Northwest cavi ng, 
anrl the Co-op was $:1 50 richer. ) Compared to the Newton trj p this was 
a. 1f'ere Sunday strol1 and a real pleasure. We were again blessed with 
flawless Heather and I got some fantastic (I mean really nice ) p-ictures. 

Next wet;k I an sJated to do a couple of lava tubes, at which time 
my orientation to N0rthwest caving will be complete. Having seen it all 
it remains to he seen whether I will be motivated to see more of the 
same, but in the fi.nal analysis, it is the only game in town. It's 
apparent , thouf>;h, that 1n Cascade caving, p;PttJ.ng the»e is more than 
half the fun, and that part T really enjoy. Th1s j_s terrific country 
even if T do fi.nrl myself loo '�ing at my slides of "down �)outh, where 
the bir.; on0s are." 

-- by Alex Sproul 
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News and Notes F'rom All OvP.r 

The 197'-� Western Area N�)�; Educat.i.on�·l Seminar will be hel d on 

February 16-18, Washington's B .irthday we<"'end , at Marylhurst Collew� 
near Portlano, Orer;on . This seminar will offer lectures, di�oussions 

workshops, and demonstrati ons on basic s u bjects in speleology,, and 
cavi. ng . Fellowshi.p :i.s also i m rortant, ancl wi lJ take the form of a 
Saturday eveninp: dinner, and party. 

To regi.ster send in $2.00 to the addre::;s p.;ivcn bel ow . ($4.00 
f�r non-NSS members, NSS membership available at the door, $2.50 
f'or NSS memberr; :d, the door ) For more lnfonn;1tl'ln, or ·information 

nn accomodatlons, cont."lct Gerald Zimmer, Marylhurst Collcr;e, Marylhursl, 
Or.egoYJ, 070'36. At least three persons ;:i.:re p;olnp; fcom Tacoma, and you 
an� encouraged to come alonr: ( the niore ln a car the chea per for cver,yonr ; . 
For 1nfor.matton on the :transportation situatlon calla Alex Sproul 961--1--2505, 

Some ·itemr:; nf l n terest from the NSS Board of Goveners Meeting, 
November J, 1973, in Pasactena, r;all forn\;q 

'lMerlvllJe moved thci.t1 The NS'.) ::>hall sporn;or an Alpine Karst Field 

Trl. Jl j n the Teton mountain ran��, Wyoming , between 27 July, and 10 
August, 1974, The purposes of the fielrl trip are: (a ) to r;i.ve the 

mF'mbership of th8 NSS an oppo rtuni ty to backpack and explor e caves 

1.n an al pine karst area; (b) to expil.ore and survey as many as poss:lble 
of tne JOO or morP plts ;ind caves t.h;it have been found in the past 
year; (c ) to study groundwater chem istry and trace stre;:i.ms .in the area 

v·isiterl. The leadP.r will he Doug Merlvil1e. • • •  Passed 

Stitt moved:' Bill Mjxon Js appoi nted Special Persecuter, with complete 
i mlependence, to i.nvesti(';ate the questions surrounc:Hne; the r.ublicati.on of 
"Th� Ama+.r�ur's Guide t::> Cav0s and Cavine;" (also known a.s the Cavergate Affair), 
::i.nrl is empowereri to subpoena all relevant c'l oc uments anrl /or tapes from 

pTP.sirlent ( NSS ) Curl .'' 

F'o:· t,hose of yn11 who d on ' t know cxa'itly what :is golnp; on this letter, 
the report of the Executlve vtce President to the BOG, miv,ht help . 

"As most of you probabl y know by now, D:l.ve McClurg ' s book An Amateur ' s 
Guide to Caves and Cayi ng , • • •  is encounterin� snme prob]8ms. It seP.ms that. 
most of the drawi np.;s in the book , which a.re crerli ted to one, " La.Rhee Parker," 
have been copierl (and in some instanc es , I submit, photographically copied ) 
from other books with out .:i.cknowledgement. ( j • e. Moun ta i neeri ng - The Freedom 
of the Hills ) , • •  We, the NSS, h:ive endorsed Dave's book - have we therefore 
inadvertantly enrlorsed Dave's indecorous act ? It is clear that we need a 

proceciure for t,horoughly reviewi ng any book or work before we endorse it • • •  
" 

*Dwight T. Hoxie 

( This is included simply as an item df interest, and not as a driticism of 

the book, or it's author. I have e njoyed reading the book and look fon1ard 
lo meeUne; Dave at Marylhurst, Ed.) 



B\11 7.aTwe1·1 1s back 1.n Mllwankee :\P.lltn1-� h1n nword. (whkh 
lf _you h;iven' L alr-eady, you mtr;ht C'.trn::>ldor buying - $3.50 in prett.v 
cheap for a piece of Speleom1rn�calo,o;ical h1story. En.) See the next 
pa1�e for more lnforma Uon. 

Ron & Nancy Pflum are living in Tenn�ssee, thi nking longingly of 
Washington St ate, and are expecting another caver in the family soon. 

Duri.ng the pa.st month Gibhs ascenders have ascended in pric e from 
$7.25, &: $8.50 to $8,75, &'$10.75, One more point for Jumars which 
aro still resting around $15,75: each. 

ThP. NSS publt c  r.elaU nm> comm1 ttee ls tryl np; to strt.rt a ell pplnp; "0r.v1co 
anrl w011lo l tke ci'lvers tn watch for m;1tor1.a l wh tch show;, how cavers an� v icwerl 
b.v the puhllc. They a.re worrlr.rl ahnut oupl1cat.1on so avo·ir.l ltems from the 

wlre-servlces. 

--- ---------- -------------------------------------------------------

Be{.olle I Say 
�odby.e • •••• 

or me 
but a 

If for the first couple of months the (ave1t reads l:lke 
a newspaper, you have my a pologies . Everyth:lng I know a.bout 
"editing" has come from two books on newspapers, two months 
of taJ.ki.ng to people, or seven pages of experience, (called 
Voll. 13 no, 2). Tf any of you were able to read this far 
without knowinp: that the [aveA has a new ed i tor, I'm thankfu1. 
To me, that means that T've be0n able to �lip ln without up­
r:-.e tt1 ng th'ln1�s Loo badly. How(�Vf'r, th1 s 1sn't 11;oinr: to conttnue. 
Wlth thc h81p of :-1 lot of peor'c, I'm lonki..np; into wa_ys of 
cutting costs ( ln thP. facP. of last month's 64% increse in th0 
price of pa.p8r), \.mprnving qua"l\.ty, and f�etUnp; mori� of what 
you want to re:lr'l l nto the [aveA.. I'm reason;ibly confirlent 

. that. T can erl1 t, :tnrl puhllsh the Ca.veil·, 1u1rl I could prob,1bly 
eve t1 n l l it w, th m,y own t.r1 r reports, or 11 fterl ma terla 1 from 

all over the country. But, I don't think you want to :te:-1d th:.1t. 
I hope your subscribbp..; to flnct out what's r;oinr, on in NW spele­
ology; who's doing what, how, where, & why their noing it. Now, 

if· you've never th ought about i t before, you Cl/le Northwest spe1e­
o.�ogY

,
•

. 
It's !fOUA trips, research, and discoveries that other 

Wof.�,c�yets Vl'f.-n'-t to read about. If you don't tel l me what your 
d9i�.1· .: l .'Ll never know, the (ave1t will never tell, other NW 
cave-rs wl-1..1. n·ever fi nd out , and people will think we ' v e died. 
tJp here -- when what we're really doing is finding caves left, 

;'!r"l right. ( sort of) 
So, write me a l etter ; tell me what your doing, or wh�t 

·you'd like to be do' rig, or what you'rl like the (aVeA, the grotto, 
tc be doing. Remember, 1.-f'ithout invo1verl c:ivers a. e;rotto is nothinp; 
hole in the ground. 

[wd 131.ack 
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First Lava Tube Cavern Reported i n  A1aska 

Howard Bal tzo of the US Fish anrl w·11 rll1. fe Service h11s n�ported 

a slzeable lava tube on the SW fl<tnk of E .Jslov H:l ·11 on St. Paul 
Island in Alaska, right at lhe ._f.0 0t of the c1.nP.er cone sumrn:lt itself. 
He writes 1  

"We went in ·600 ·feet in a meandering, but northerly direction 

( toward the cinrler cone summit - W.R.H.) and can on l y  tell 
that it went at least another lantern's liRht further. 

Becnuse the natlve Aleuts are superstltlous about the place, 
tt's nouhtful that anyone wo•ild have tr1ed to rescue us ;Lf 
we had become Jost • • •  � 

On thP. phone, Mr. BaJtzo i nrllcaterl that flow features are promtnent 

anci breakdown scarce. There's a plri.ne week1y to St. Pa1il Ts land ; 

anyone �olng to Alaska soon? (W.R.H.) 

"WHERE THE RAIN NEVER FALLS" 
Over 40 minutes of cave songs from the 1972 NSS ballad contest on a 33 RPM 
stereo record. Profits to go to the NSS office fund. 

Record cost . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . $3.50 postpaid 
Cassette cost . . . . . • . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . $4.50 postpaid 

Checks payable to the NSS Cave Ballad Contest. Bill Zarwell, 1040 N. 47th St., 
Milwaukee, Wis. 53208. 

The (<UJaui.e [aveA. 
3530 Greenwood Ave. W. 
Tac nm.::i , W;:i," 981�66 

: -. 

6 




