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C.OMING EVE TS 
.. t " \  

NoverribeX" 14-December Z.. · �Cueva G.e Lo�· Verdes. - " 

November 2 5 -2. 8. 

December 4-10. lris.h tenta�1e'. Call HELP� . . ., 

December 1971 

+..arson, §'95-4143. 
'! 

' ... __ f - I 
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,. . i";· � • :.: �;. 
December·l 8. -Grottolnvitat�onal otluc� @ Hallidays, 1117 36thAve. E. 

Ca_l ancy Pflum';· EA 5:-2629. Bring $1 for a slice of ·the roast. 
ALL NORTHW ST·NSS MEMBERS AND ME�ERS .OF THE.VICEG 
AND UVIC CC rnVITEP·., . .: r 
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Dec. 20. The regu,lar'\g_�ot'!i9 meeting will be.held ONLY if the Nevi�.le 
movies do not. arl:"--ive. in time· for the Potlucl<.-_ 

January J.7. · ext r�-
gJia'.°'r .meetin.g. Report from Lanzarote tentac� e. 

June 12. Pre -c0nyention- field trips beg:ln. ' 
• • r .,. J • •, 

BELiz�·SPELEOLOClCAL SURVEY PROGRESSING 
,:� f. .. . 

. 

' 
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c : 
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·i f· •... - y Dave Albert 
• '  

, .... , . 

The southe extension of.the Cascade G'. otto is ?live and well. W.e ha\' 
been shifted to the Depa:r.. mertt of Archaeology (v�ddy"britishh - ed,. ) . .. L 

·working :for the touri t board and at prese t are d:!veloping a national I- . : 1  

site. at the Blue Hole, a l·arge sink that ha a .. resurgence that wells up, .fi.ows 
about 2001 and v:anisµes int9 C\ oave on the opposite ide of_.the sink �which, 
alas, pro:qiptly-vani he ,:and�"sip or.. out after one e _amb'er. Have loo sacks 
of ·_e_eme:ilt and a··crew. 0£ foJ.lr .• . 

. . 

We have a little .Carfsbad-located . It is rather nice taken on an international 
Scale. Se;eral lari�- �OOm� 3 _la:i;g� for¥1ations arid-a WiQe va iety of SpeJ.eo­
thems. The outer chambers were .�ull of Mayan artifacts> 9-lmost all of which 
were salv?ged as the' cave wai3 iscove 'ed only four years ago while· surveying 
the, bounrlar�es of the prop9 sed St .. Herma,n's ·cave ational Park . 

.. '. .,,�. 

We discovered more than. 3,•·000 feet of virgin, w ell decorated passage in St. 
Herman;s and estimate about 3 miles of known pa,ssage,.m9stly strearri but 
with two upper levels which ha,ve. rooms several hundred fe.et" long" 

. , ,. 

La�t week.end wewisit�d t� 'o·s.t�ea�s that vanish at the cont�ct of a phyl.J.:ite & 
shale· series and limestoneP_ .If in the NW ,  I could have ·3 g:r:ottoes fighting for 
the llonor of digging one Qut .. as it surely goes. But w�th all two of up plus the 
fad that it is several m;iles. thru dense rain forest make it imlikely::t;hat we will 
work on it. However ther¢-· air� logs s1· in diameter hundre�.s of feet inside. On 
occasion it mus,t take' a hec�ava lot of water 0 • 
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T.HE GEM CAVER ·IS ALNE AND WELL TOO 
• � • .. f.\ • ..... ' • 

Most pleasant to s·ee V.olume 4. #2 of The Gem Caver, now edited by. Ver.ne 
Blalack. Nice arti�le on Cryst.al Ice Cave, north.of St. AntI:iony, Idaho. 
Mayb_-e this ought to b� listed as a vulcanospeleological abstract, but the 
hell with it. 

There is' a rumor that the Speleonews of the Shining Mountains Grotto has 
been revived, but no vefifi.cation at yet. And the, way cavers 1 rumors go, 
well . • . . • .  

NEW VI'tEG PUBLICATION 
� . � -�' . 

The Vancouver Island Cave Exploration Group has published its Bulletin #1, 
entitled: .A History of '{a."ncouver Island Caving, 1962-1971, by P.R. Whitfield. 
The cover is ·an artistic photo reproduction of Clarence Hronek, and quite 
properly sp;. J'he content i� .. the careiupy researchedo yigorously "'.'ritten 
report one would expeCt from its well-known author, from November 1962 
to the present. Maybe this ought to be listed as a calcareospeleological 
abstract, but the hell with it. On second thought, cancel that. It's time 
the worm turned. If the noble enthusiasts of magnificent· lava tube caves 
are stuck with the term vulcanospeleologists, and the iiltrepid explorers 
of glacier caves have the term glaciospeleologists inflicted upon them, 
what1s wro:rg with calcareospeleologist for people. who poke around in those 
grungy old limestone c·aves? 

(Other editors note: . anyone quoting the above noble sentiments please note 
that ·almost certainly; tne·y1re ·doing so out of context. And see what you can 
make out of that asserhon�t· 

·. - .F'UND._ (sob) R'.AISING CAMPAIGN 

The NSS Board has authorized a fund-raising campaign to pay off the mortgage 
on the new Huntsville office btiilding as fast as possible and thus save as much 
interest as possible. on the loan. This was strongly recommended by the 
Congress of Grott8es, which represents the grass -roots of the NSS. Nobody 
likes.fund-raising campaigns, but when you hear :tnore about this one, think 
about the special li:nks.-between the Cascade Grotto and Huntsville. (Much as 
yr editor· hates to admit it, he1s .�ontributed already) 

' . , 

Dea,r· Mr. Coughlin: 
¥i 

:.RECENT CORRESPONDAI'fCE 

. 
.-� W� received yo_ur ietter dated 10 /19 I 71 concerning the g�te in Dynamited Cave . 

. . . we:w·ill get'' a reply back" to you about your'· proposal as soon as possible but 
probably .not be i;r?. your .hand be;fore the first part of n�xt week, Sincerely yours, 

Neil' R·� Paul,.:.:on, District Ranger, USFS, ·Trout Lake, Wash. 
' . ·, 

' . 
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NISGUALLV 

PARADISE ICE CAVES 
MT. RAINIER NATIONAL PARK � 

TRAIL- - SHE LTER £ 
-NI -ROAD- RANGER S TATION• 

VISITOR CENTER • 
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. ANNOUNCING .THE FIRST- NSS ,GAVE BALLA.I} C0MPETITI()N ' l I·. •. 
· I • • 
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Anyone who has attended a NS_S C.o'_nVentiori or r�:gional caving activity has·.sooner. 
or laf'er encountered tlie fri�rid.s:hip of c·avers at a carhpground gathered 
around a fire ·under the ·s'tar'S,•f6r rain} while listening to a;nd singing their favor 
favorite cave ba,l)..ads. V{}t.h' �.o'-:many exc.ellent arti�t�. and .. composers ar:·ound,' 
it's about time that we(capture .these unusual songs and start a living collection 
for the NSS.;with·a'.fittl�;.�ofy!petition. 

· · · 

l r.' ·� : .- . .. :,_ ·; -r: . ·;" 

The aw�rds will· b
.
i:

/:£�l b�st··s.olo, best group, best o,riginal .hall ad, _best 
:rendition of an �01<:!- b a}j-�d'"Jthat_'_s f,or yr �?· - an impkssioned.renditi0n _of 
the VPI song thati.s s� .. ol,d !he�YPI Grotto has forgotten it}, with first, 
second and.honorabl�::*1.e:ry=ion. Awards ·V'{Ul be p;resented at the 1972 NSS 
convention in Whit'e SaJ;;r:n_on.,, Winners may be asked to pertdr.� if present. 

L .. :• . . . ' . . . 
Judging will be done.-pi.io.r to the conventl.on. via tape recording. Judges 
will be s'elected .. frm as· rn�ny are.as of the country as.possible. Anyone 
who wishes to help ju,�fg:Ej,; ·vre.ase send me your q-lfalif.i'cations, if ar{y . 
. (Deaf need not applyo9 .. ', '· ;' 

Ple
.
ase 0ake· yoµi ri:cording�. op real.'type tape recorders, ·preferably 

71/2. !PS stere.a...ltb.d'ugh 3'. fI4' IPS 'and monaural are acc�tible. If it 
is •Jan" arighfal ballad,.. �ri'Cl�se � copy of the words and where the tun.e 
comesfrqm. If i1 is �n .. 9ld, r,en<;lition, name .the· author if known (arid 
admitted. - WRH�o lrklad� the' categories into which your ballad falls. 
If t�ere is.\a: ,true' st

_
6"ry-bah.in�

. 
t}1;�. s'ong.1_ please describe�, Enter as.. . . 

many .songs as y_ou wi-s.h a_nd £.e�r f:ree td include non-'conte.st cave ballads 
_ and copies 0£ old rec'ords ·for 'the N:SS cqFection. Indicat'e if you want the 

tap.e returned (BOOo HISSS.l) ap.d if you.kpow whether you'll be present 
at the convention (But . �vef _y�_ody' s corning. Ed.) 

�- . : 
.. ' 

Send your · �ntr ie s ari'd qU:e st ions �·o':' · 

Chusk C oughi'in 
· . · .\ 

475f"Mountain View Di-.iv:e�So.·' 
Seattle, Washington. 98108·. -, 

•t· . t· . t•. 
, .. 

The deadli�e will be Ju�e�. 2..Q., "-19 72. 
Good Luck r 

' 
'. 

�' . . , 

'\. �. '. 
' . 

William E.. ,Z ar.'.,well, D Q D. S ¢ 

. No S., So 84 7 6 
. 398-40-2315 

38th Dental 'Detachment . 
, APO, San ]francis:co 9·649.i .: ,. 

. ' • (-', .;�· .. � -:• 
• '.I 

I 

Editor' s not£" Ah., s:o.t�.-T,tie principal principle of the C�scade Grotto: 
volunteer semeb·O'<ly eliie·:. .. SERIOUSLY: other gr0tto publications please copy. 
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The fine map-diag;r-ar1f.::.s¥eteb,:..w�at have-you on the preceding page is ag<Ciin 
through the courtesyi�'f-C�q.-dfo Ander�on._.· MA NY  THANKS, Cha r lie �. 
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GLACIOSPELEOLOGICAL ABSTRACTS 

Tyndall, John. The glaciers of the Alps, and, Mountaineering in 1861. 
J oMo Dent & Sons, No Yo, 1906. (previously published separately) 2 74 pp. 

This neted pioneer glaciologist eventually reached the point of studying the 
snout of the Mer de Glace, from which emerges the Arveyron River. 
"In former times the whole volume of the Arveiron es ca .. ped from beneath 
the end of the gla cier, forming a fine arch . . . 11• At that particular time, 
a lat er al resurgence was dominant. "The vault at the end of the glacier 
was nevertheless respectable, and rather tempting to a traveller in searr�' 
of information regarding the structure of the ice . . • .  while speculating a.s 
to the wisdom of entering the cavern, it sudderi.ly gave way, and, with a 
crash that rivalled thunder, the roof strewed itself in ruins upon the floor.'' 

Nevertheless, Tyndall was undaun ed. On the Riffelhorn, he performed what 
may have been the first scientific exploratjon of a glacier cave: 

"On one of the slopes an archway was formed which appeared to lead into 
the body of the glacier. We entered it, and explored the cavern to its end. 
The walls were of transparent blue ice, singularly free from air -bubbles; 
but where the roof of the cavern was thin enough to allow the sun to shinE:. 
feebly through it, the transmitted light was of a pink color. My guide ex� 
expressed himself surprised ... " nfortunately, no further description of 
the cave was given. At another time, he exp:tored ::i. smaHer cave on the 
Finsteraarhorn, with notable speleothem.s. 

Gas cade Grotto of the 
Natio nal Speleological Society 
1117 36th Avenue Ea.st 
Seattle, Wash. 98102. 

80 

. .  


