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LAVA CAVES OF CEL?IL'by.ud“.Aﬁiur Kjertanssen, NATYURUGHLPASARNID (Natura:
History usewn) Pevkiavik, lceland

A great number of lava tube caverns are found in the postglacial lava fields
of Iceland, but they have been iiiile inven'igived and there exists no Zen-
eral descraption of them. Only a {ow aave Leen described at all, and thue
scanty descriptions, all in Icelanc.c, ares scattered in periodicz2ls aid
newspapers

I have ‘ent Dv, Halliday a map on which are marked the most remarkable lava
tubes intceland. They are mwmher=a in the f2ilowing inzomplete list.

1. Sevaral small caverns south of Bafuarfjordur,

2, Dawdagalir, a group cof closcly snaced small caverns.

o ﬂaafa«nﬂjc*oai L, about 7Va metsesiong., Mapped and described by

H, L‘.-hﬂt,v in Lestek Morg LL‘U.J lansins s Jars A0y 1 /54 o

4, Narver tube under Lhe ain road.

5. Gjsbakgahellir,

6. Xuarelshillir, a 133 meters lcrng tube in a lava flow formed by the

Hekla araption 1947..48., Described by G. Kjartansson in Natturufrec s

wrinn (949, pp 13%-142 and 175-18%4,

7. Croup of three big lava tubes, wurtshnlllr(length ca 1700 metsr.,

)h:”anshcllar and Vidgelmir, and some smaller ones,

8, Hallmundarhellir,

.9. Several tubes found in 1957 in the Lava flow Gullborgar hraun.

Described by S. Thorarinsson in Lesbok Morgunbladsins, October 1957.

10, Vegamannahellir, found in 1963 and descrived in the newspaper

Tlmlnn, July 7th, 1963 (Sketch map by G. Xjartansson).

11, Grettishellir. ;

12. Small tubes in the Askjia lava, formed 1961,

13. - Several tubes in the new lava of burtsey,

14, . Mogugilshellir, not a real lava tube;.but formed in an intrusive

_vein.
(Ed. Note: please excuse the possible misspellings. of some of the above wo
words, as the Icelandic alphab t is slieghtly different than ours.)

ATTENTTON! § i?!°2'!

You are cordlally invited by the GCasznde Grotto to attend the 1st Ner* . rest
Speleological Convention to be held at Papoose Cave.over the Memorial Day
Weekend. Papoose Cave is located near the small town of ngglns, Idaho.

The purpose of this convention will hopefully be to start an anmual meeting
of the Western caving groups, so that we might zet to know one another
better. It is hoped that each year after this year one of the Grottos £ =
the Horthwest will sponsor the converiion; next year®s sponsor will
decided at. this years meet.

REMEMBER: THIS EVENT CANNOT SUCEED--UNLESS YOU ATTENDS§$i3iiiditli

For further information, conta t: Bob Brown
10022 39th Sw

Page 15 Seattle, Washington 98146
Phone (206) WE-5- 2064

I forgot--we also need proofreaders and lots of TIMEiPi
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B THand o gE c2ve et 5.33 . bub ualortunately nad to leave
at 4:32 PM. In our nuick trip thiough caly oue part of tas
cave, we counted at least 20 iatzrs=sctions. 8s to whetner tols
was a trellis, dendrite or parslizl intarwoven systsa, ws did
ot have tims to dzteramine., We did uniice taougzh taat tas tw:
main tubsg which we followed apgearad to join liks twd streau.us
flowineg down hill indicating at least twd sinultaneous sourdcq
for ths lava. It amicgat oz noted taat ths: speleothyms were
nlentiful, rivaling Lavacicle in thns 3end arsa. (Tnis 1is one
reason why ths exact location has not bsen publisnad in tinis
report) The cave was called "Thanks" cave.
3111 Magee
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The Northwest Gave Rpscue Association

On Tebruary &, 1658, The Northwesst Cave lsscue Association
was formally casrtered by the state of TJaghington but to dste,

=

the 4dzsociztin exists large;" ﬁa pagelr although the rudissats

of a rsscus notwork and Jnitis trsining sescions havs oren
initigted in Lue Seattls agrea. However ihs exisitence of the

2ssociation as a non-prefit corporanion drovides both a
Iquudatﬂﬁn for huilaing wonatever gtructure Nortnwesti cavers
feel degiratle, and freedom from bankruptlcy by lawsult against
Association members.

It eesws geunerally agreed that in the Northwest, rescues will
have to be dons rapidly to be succezsful, and tnv‘cfore by

the caverg closest to the rescue; in cauperatlon with mouatain
rzgcue and related groups. However, very rare situations may
ma%= 1t necessary for others to come froa longer distances to
hslo.

For this rsason we nhave been tentatively talazinz of 2 series
¢t units baszd on 23ach grotto and eaca unit of tne Canadian
Speleological SOLl&by, gachn assuaing the responsibility for a
noecific arza.(Barry eesss and the ILewis County Ssarcu and
Rescue group could wsll bz ia cnarge cf the Mmt,3t. Hdelens

cave arsa). Tach such unit would have a focl-proof talephone
arrangemeant whereby coasons wili alwaye be available to accept
calle a2nud to pass the word to cithers 1a the colt, and to alert
the othepr unite (which will stay on a?ert until tihhs word coass
definitely that they will notv be needou).

As stated gbove, howsver, this ie all t=z=utative ané 1s to be
discussed and details worked cut au s regiosnal as tiqg at
Papoose Cave uvver Msmorial Tay, prcbsbly Friday night. Tuaink
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Mount 3dams ivips coa't

heck out Massszsy's
was partially

Sr was evsen wetter
i 1t s

On the way nome, L
Barn Cave and Clsen
bloczed by rottin~.
and colder thaan the

The last grotto trip of thsz year wau ihs weskend of Noveaber
4, again in part with the Oresson Srobio. Firel stop was Lava
Bridee,; where thes upder cavs vas Jooud alaust paralieling
ths main chein of einks, Headiug back o caznp to mest ths
Laprsong{who were having 2 ball 1a their uwew Tnree 3ilnks Cave
gome miles west of ﬁ}nam"tc' Cave), L spuhnsd a naw sinxz

off the Lava~Bridge-sSuttsr Cave rovad. IL had & nuge éntrance
so gsevsr2l of us returns d aftzsr dinner. It nzad two segments

l)

totalling p=rhaps 2000 feet; only trace of previous visitalioa
wae an old jug, hence the nane Jug Save Gystewm. Next morniagz
Don Ryan showsd us Ryaun's Cddc ¥o (orgglaally Madison's

Tence Cave was callsd ann s Gave by us iu igncraunce), tane
Bobecat Cavs System north of thzs main road at thes couaty line,
and Dead Horse Cave, northwesl of Trout Laks in a very odd :
locale, To date the grotto has nut entered any of these, nor
Thanks Cava located by tae Oregon Grotto a nanksvlv1ng.

¢eeed  ¢e¢ed $635% ¢eeed $E58 $eced  ¢éde ¢ 6 6¢ ¢¢ ¢
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Jn:’\\/—' I‘Lr E\.'.u.l,uo 8200200500
April 4--7:00, Cave Susvey Fractice Session; 8:00, Northwest Cave Resaue
Assoc. Board 4eet1“,, ‘Both at Dr. Halliday®s, 117 3€ih E., Seattle.
April 7-.Cave Ridge field trip.
April Q--Mount Ranier Summit Steam Caves meeting, ab 7:30 at Disk Mitchellfs,
3005 21st W., Seattle; phcne AT-2-5340 for furtnsr info.
April 12-14--Oregon Caves field trio.
April. 15-- Regular Grotte meeting at Dr. Hailiday's, 11i7 36th E,, Seattle.
Program: SNOW AMD ICE CLIMBILG by stu Ferguson
April 19--Bob and Collette’s weeding.
April 19-- Oregon Grotto meeting, 7;30 at Trout lLake bamwrround--dlscu551on
of Dynamited Cave gating, with Roger Stamy of USF
April 20-21--CAving in Trout lLake area; Fall Creek, Thanks, Jug, and many
other new and exciting find featuring our trusty native guides,
the Oregon Grotto, and including slide show Sat. nite.
18457 v0uld you beleive May 4-5--Mount St. Helfins area field trip.
Hay 6--Exeentive cormittee meeting at Bob Browns new digzings, wherever that
will be, 7:30 PM and contzct Bob for exact address and all that.
¥ay 7-- Mt. Ranier Summit Steam C4ves meeting 7:30 Dick Mitchells, see
Anril 9 for address.
May 30, 31, & June 1-- Northwest Speleological Convention at Papoose €, ve,
Idaho. See the May issue of the CAVER for details.
ATTENTION: Jan Eosberts is on to something big, or so he is hinting, and
will reveal all al the April meeting. 3o tune in next time,
same uific, sames stallion, for more ithriiling details of what may
turn out to D= the worst kept secret abount the biggest something
to come .along in quite a Uﬂlle1
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LASCADF CAVEQ
1117 36th Ave. E.

Seattle, Washington 93102
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