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COUING SVINTS: Pags 13 for more Fileld Trip Information!!!

March 18 — Regular Grotto Meeting, at Halliday's, 1117 36th Ave, Hast
Seattle, 8:00 Pl Program: Caves of HMexico.

April 1 -— Executive Committee Meeting, at Charlie Anderson's, 420 Terry
T7:30 PM Program: A farcical drama presided over by Chairman Rick, open
to all, especially, of course, LIxec. Comm. lembers.
BE SURE TO CARGFULLY PERUSE PAGE]12 for DATUS AND TIMES FOR GROTTO TRAINING
ACTIVITIES. SILE ALSO G, 11 for RATNIER STWAl CAVE INFO.
' THe HOUNTAINS DON'T CARE
BY Bill Halliday

Throughout the winter, the Cascade Grotto has been stressing safety.

At the November meeting, representatives of the lountain Rescue Council
took part in a discussion of cave rescue in the Pacific Northwest. At
the December meeting, the Search and Rescue Council's Director of
Washingtcn state came up from Olympia for further discussions. At the
January meeting, the program included the lMountain Rescue Council's
outstanding teaching movie THE LOUNTAINS DON'T CARZ. Jith one exception
however all grotto caving operations shut down during the heavy snow
geason.

That exception was the grotto study of a major glacier cave at the
7,000-foot level on Mount Rainier. Ireliminary studies during the fall
showed this cave to be amazingly extensive and complex. By mid-winter,
almost a mile of passages had been mapped, and new concepts of its
speleogenesis and recurrent speleothems were evolving. Further, with
the summer sub-glacial torrents stilled by cold weather exploratlon
and study had proven far easier.

With the permission of th. National Park Service, parties began to make
the 3-mile hike from Paradise Valley ranger headquarters regularly,
sometimes using snowshoes if the snow was soft., Bveryone knew the risk
of being . off by blizzards, and thought they were prepared.

Then on February 18, Charley and £dith Anderson and Dawve Mischke were
caught by a blizzard halfway back to Paradise Valley and Safety, and
were forced to dig a snow cave for shelter., Rescue came the next morning
but despite remarkable heroism and efficiency by cavers, rangers and
llountain Rescue teams, Zdith died of exposure, never regaining conscious-—

ness.

Newspaper accounts — apparcontly slanted in hopes of savings other's

lives - repeatedly stressed that Sdith was too lightly clad. This was

a half-truth; the accounts ignored her down jacket. On the other hand,
the weather had been so balmy that the party was trapped into omitting
the extra clothing every lMountaineering party is supposed to carry at all
times. And we lost Bdith.

Next time it may be mid—summer on Cave Ridge, Truly the mountains don't
care, Be sure you do. Pg. 9
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EDITOR'S PAGE (Sort of)

As you may have noticed by now if you have been within hearing distance
things have been happening on the Northwest Caving Scene recently. A
new Grotto Chairman, a new Cave Rescue Organization, A Training program
a first aid course, meetings, meetings, meetings, and last but hopefully
not least, a new (intcrim) Editor for the CAVER.

Because of all this increased activity which you can read about elsewhere
in this issue, the role of the CAVER may become increasingly important

in transmitting information. Therefore, we must have material, dates,
maps, (as soon as we lick the reproduction problem), & new permenent
editor, and some help for such mundane things as typewriter pounding,
crank turning, and addressing. An attempt will be mad- to get the CAVER
on a regular schedule, and get everything that is submitted published.

We are now publishing via mimeograph, which will mean somewhat of a change

in the type of material we can present, at least for now. Haps will be

difficult and picturses practically impossible, but please submit them

anyway, we may lick the problem.
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DEADLINGS: Submission of articles, trip reports, etc. —- 1lst Tuesday of
month Coming events, schedules, and important late items—-—

1st Thursday. An attempt will be made to have the CAVER in the mail by

the 2nd Tuesday of the month, in time for everyone to receive it before
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Submit all material to: Rob Stitt, 600 Lk. in. Blvd. Seattle, 98102

Chairman Rick's Thoughts

During the past year the Cascade Grotto has progrcssed substantially in
terms of activity and organization. Of particular importance were the
start of a mepping and exploration project in the Paradise Glacier ice
caves, the boeginnings of work on the Cave Ridge gating prqjéqjj and
preliminary information collection and organization for cave rescue.
Past chairman Rob Stitt and the persons who worked with him have placed
the CGrotto in an excellent position to complete these projects in the

coming year.

This year we will continue work on the current projects and should be
able to expand our organized trip and limestone oxploration schedules.
For the next few months, however, our primary activities will be of a
training nature. The rccent increased interest in cave rescue will
present many timing and scheduling problems for members who wish to be
active in the accelerated training program. We must be careful, however
to avoid letting quite normal bickering and disagreement over organ-—
izational matters detract from our primary goal of furthering ALL aspects
of caving and improving the general compectance of the group. HUe must
also be very careful to avoid leaving out of grotto activities those
active and semi-active members who have not yet been caught up in the
general enthusiasm for the training program. (For those people who have
a shortage of time, I particularly recommend the general lectures being
scheduled. )

If we hope ot make progress on all these fronts in one year, we will ~-
need the active support of the many experienced cavers in the Seattle
area who are not currently active in Grotto Activities. Some of the
more spectaocular general meeting programs and a policy of confining
lengthy, detailed discussions of procedural mattors to Executive Commyn -~
meetings should re-awaken their interest.

(ont. on next page)
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tasp r=~2irsg th: tlne and effort of many peopls. If you like tne
plans, leap in and start swisaming, If you don't like taem, tell
your Executive Committee what you do like. The accoamplishmeants of
the Grotto can only be a collection of the individual efforts of
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Mt. Rainier Summit Steam Caves
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4 mesting was held March © to discuss and plan the fortncoaing
expeditions to the SBummit Steam Caves on 4t. Rainier. Tnese caves
have been penetrated 250 ft., are warm obut not not, nave a lava
floor and ice ceiling. The trips belng polanuned are for qualified
persons only; if laterested you can attend furtoner weétings on
April 5 and May 7 at 7:30 PM at Dick Mitchell's at 300% 21st Wes
Seattle, or call Dick at AT-2-5340. Two trips ars planned for
the sumner--a recon. trip the 2nd weekend of June and a main trip
the 1st week%end of July. A 3rd trip will possibly be held in
late August.

' Charlie Anderson

Departuweant of Civil ‘Dsfenss
"State of washington

Oly mpia

' Marcn 5, 1958

Cascade Grotto

Washingzton Speleological Society (sic)

Seattle

On behalf of the state of Washington, Governor Danisl -J., &vaas,
and Stats Civil Defense Director, H.E. Link, I would like to
extend @y congradulations to your organizatiazas on osnalf of its
recent entry into the field of search and rescue.

The speclal area of cave scarch and rescue operatioas will serve
a potentlal critical need not only to active cavers but to thoss
who may hecome involved in such problems by accident.

If there is anything the departaent of Civil Defense can do to
assist you, please feel free to contact this office at your
convenlence.
Sincerely, 4,E,LIN&, Director
Orig. signed by
H.A,Foss, Assistant to tne dirsctor
for search and rescue
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Grotto Training Activities
For further info on teatative dates call Dick Mitecnell AT-2-5340

7 March B3Standard Tirst Aid Course ARC Bldg 2105 2nd ave. 7-10Pm
11 March " Belay and Cliambing Technique Review" by Roger Neubauar
7:30 - 9130 at Dick Mitchell's 3005 21st W.

12 March Sherman Rock Belay Climbing and Rescue Practice
14 March First 4id Course
18 Varch Tmergency Rescue Gapabilities List printed and
distributed
21 Varch First aid Course
25 March First 4id Course
27 March ™Vountaineering First 4id (mountain aiseries)" by
Jim Boye T7:30-9:30 at Dick Mitchells hoae 3005 21st W.
28 Yapeh Tirst Aid Course
4 spril "3now Climbing Techninues" by Stew Fsrgcson(tentative)
T7:30-9:30
13-14 april (tentative) Belaying and Prussiking Practice at
Ihododeneron Preserve, Bremerton
15 april "Survival" by Darrel Loof of MRC 7:30-9:30 at Dick
Mitchell's home 3005 21st W.
18 4pril  Advanced First Aid Course ARD 3Bldg
23% Aoril Reppelling and Prussiking Seminar at Hec Edmundson
Pavillian, Univ. of Wash. 7 PM by Dick Mitchell and Roger Neubauer
2% 8pril First Aid Course
31 April " Cave Rescue" by Dick Mitchell and Rick Rigg
2 VMay First Aid Course
9 May First Aid Course
11-12 May 3imulated Cave Rescus(practice) by Mitechell and Rigg
15 May First A14d Course
21 May Effects of High Altitude by Dr. Tom Hornbein at
Seattle Library
23 May First Aid Course
4 Junme "21pine Rescue" by Ome Dalber (tentative) 7:30-9:30
at Dick Mitchell's 3DOR 21lst West
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Conmittee for the Fulfillment of Cave Ridge Cave's lease

The committee in charge of gating the caves on Cave Ridge
has decided upon a2 sian to post at the cav, intrances. The

gign i=s a2s follows:

WARNING

Thig is not a cave for the inexperienced or improperly equiped
person. It is hazardous due to unstable rock and extreme cold
and wetness.
In case of emergency notify:
The U.S. Forest Service
For additional information contact:
The Cascade Grotto
NeDB
1117 35th ave E.
Seattle, Wash.
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