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COMING KVENTS: (we're csught up!)

Monthly grotto meeting Monday November 14, 8 PM at Dr. Halliday's,
1117 36th Ave. E. at Madison St., Seattle,

196§ progress in Cave Ridge
by Verne Frese

7-10-66: Newton Cave trip (Dsve IMischke and myself). We found the
cave to bottom out after an 80' pit which we named Blind Man's Blunde
because waterfalls put out both our lamps. Lots of water but it seems

'}}ke much less water ghere than at the 40' vit. Water soaks inpto the
oor of a crevice indicsasting more ceve beldw, b

7e24=66: Danger Cave trip (same tesm with Dennis Frese). Seemed much
less dangerous than before., Perhaps most of the loose rocks hhéve been
knocked over the edge of the pit so that there are fewer left }{o Isll.

8-28-66: Newton Csve plus surfsce work (Dave Misghke, Rob Stitt and
myself, plus Ted Lloyd and jlike sarshall who didn t go to the bottom
%¥ Newton Cave) e mapped 1? Newton from the bottom of the 83' pit
o the bottom of the 407°pit (total depth around 500') and foupd an
unmapped passage in the upper area. On the surface we ran a traverse

from Hellhole to Danger (rve, ' i

9-10-66: Newton Cave plus surface work (Davs Iilschlie, Xo» Stitt,
Cathy Mischke, Marily Frese and myself). ./e mepped the new passags

in Newton and Rob Stitt discovered a nwyw cave while picking up spilled
huckleberries, a coupla hundred feet south and slightly east of Red
Cave on the hillside. It is small, not over 20' long and 1la' deep.

It looks like "Blind Man's Blunder" in lfewton Cave night be dowa almos
to the lake at the east end of the harngng vsaslley. (Also wo checked ou
Lookout Cave) :

b\

il
10-1-66: MNewton Cave plus surface work (..-va "ischke, Bob Stewart
Ferguson and ngblf)o 3rsides a sar’ace s.-vey with Brunton and range
finder, we explored in Newton Ceve, J¢ dicc~vered a new passage ofer
a shelf st the top of a chimney in the an»>ar sortion of the cave. It
extends upward S50' or more ¥n two branches. ..lso we vart¥¥ explored
a side passage in area of Virgin Passare, snd sexplored the crevice at
the dbottom of 3lind Man's Blunder shout 60' southwest snd downward
about another 20', It continues but is narrow snd dangerous. There
was enough water coming over Blind Man's Blunder 4o g6t real wat. Ve
came down wet, cold and in the dark. -

NEXT MONTH: reports on some Vancouver Island worke



(cribbed fpom the Oregon Speleogrsph, V. 2 #5, May 1966)

DAVID'S DEN ar Snowpatch Cave (Sawmill Cave), Wash,

by George Long N

Location: % mile south of the sawmill on the main highway enter:i .;
Trout Lake, Wash. Go 1/8 mile E of the main roasd. You will run:
into three sinkholes running NW to SW in lightly farested area,
The third sinkhole to the SW comt ains the main entrance to the c?veq

Tape and compass survey by George Long, Jim Wilcox & Tom WilcoX.:

Description: Snowpatch Cave is a typical Mt. Adams lava cave, Thal
1s, there 1s much breakdown throughout the first two-thirds.. :

The cave has two openings. "he main entrance is an or erhanging -
shelf in::a sinkhole, msassuring about 4' Irigh and 18 feet wilde,

The second entrance measures two feet irigh and 13 feet high. The
first entrance is by far the best way into the cave. The second orie
is a crawlway, and you will have to pass uml er some large, loose& rccks

I have been in the cave twice this winter, and each time the first
one-hundred feet or so was covered with quite a bit of ice. On?the
floor can be seen large icicles which make the first 100 feet hazarde
ous travelling. I doubt, though, that there will be any ice legt in

the summer,

o

After you resch the angled T where the tube separates and the mgin

tunnel goes toward the SW from the entrance and for about 750 feet,
there is heaby breekd own and the floor cen hardly be seen. Allwat —/

once, the breakdown stops and the cave opens up into a large s=mi-
circular tunnel tuntil it ends at about 400 feet. The floor is%rough
lava, but clear of breakdown. 3

The average height 2s about 7', snd the widih i3 about 17° thro@ghout

8 The tube finally ends in a lava seal,_ where the floor mnets
%Eo %%Yfing. ‘The gave hasya Eangtﬁ of about 1,’182 feet, inclucing

the side passage,

The cave is a small one, but interestin and different from most of

&
the caves in that area. It is located in the yslley floor SV of
Trout l.ake about & miles, an& has great poss%bgl%tigs %or PUrther

cave exploration., The cave is worth going through, snd oniy &akes
30 to 45 minutes, :

sketch~- not to scals

j{E'lava sesl

S1h breakdown no bkdn
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1 DITCH CA'\/’ES, SnANANTA COUNTY, S INUDN
Section 5, TSN, PillE, Willard Quadfangle. Blevation about 3270 feet.

This complex of tvqo spacious but short caves and two large sinks is the weste: ..~
most currently knovm in the lount Adams cave area. It is located about 1/3 mile
northwest of Big Cave and southsouthwest of Dynamited Cave. There has been seme
specutation that the complex may represcnt a coll= se-t3dlated portion of Uynamited
Cave but current pEeliminary maps of the latter indicats a course several hundred
feet farther easte. Further mapping for verification is anticipated.

The northern sink is roughly circular; atout 100 feet in diaméter and about 20 feet
deepe From its northern alcove two crawlways in breakdovmn lead to a sloping !
breakdovn chamber about 125 feet long and! 50) feect wide. rrom tris point a

climb over a breakdown pile leads to a smaller chamber to the northeast, also
sloping downward to a narrow lava floor which terminctes in a lava seal in a*

- low extensione The flow features are rather indistinct but suggest flow out
of the cavern at this pointe This is the only original tube feature exposed
in this systeme
The upper end of the larger sink, or trench, is about 150 feet southeast of
the sink just described. Arout 300 feet iong, its southern portion is about *
lOO feet wide and 30 fcet deep. 7ne nort ern end is shaliower a:d narrovers; °
it anpears to curve somewhat northeast and at its northeast end is a shallow’
breattdown grottoe. 1

At the south end of this trench, a wide but hidden alcove is the antechamber of
the larger cave of ©.is systeme 4 siort deccent wuromh bLreakdovwn follovied by

loww horizontal route leads into the Rain Zoom, azhout: 80 feet long and 40 feelt widee

Beyond, a short descent extends to two smaller ascending chambers in breakdoWne

At the top of the slope, a small nole opens into the largest room in the.cave)

about 100 feet long and 60 , feet widey, and notable for its coloriful red roc}c.

A large Bad of lava is in tihe mrocess of shelvin~ breakdowm over the entrance: of

this roome - Beyond, a small hole prermits crawling downvare and onware 1.i.O a maze
of breakdovm for only afew dozen fecte

These caves may have been discovered during the lo-ring ol Uae srea some Fears a:ou,
bat are not lnown to have bzen entered until found by tne vre-on (rotto in 1966
while searching for an extension of Dynamited Cave. Thc norinern cave was termed
n5)1ide Cave" because of the difficult slide into the chosen orifice (once inside
an easier route was found); the southern was dubbed "Firecracker Cave's

g
The volume of the sysrem as a whole suronuly sugzests that the segment wiere a
lava floor is wvisihle is only an 1nconseouent1al segment -Derhaps an eliluenv or
rudimentary upnor 1:vel - and exploration to date may not even have penetrated to
the original roof of the underlying main tubde Currelation with nearby Dynamited
and Big Caves ajppears extremely importznte

Total length of the complex is. goout 900 Eeet- that of Sii'de Cave is 225E‘eet;
that of Firecracker Cave is 315 feets '~~~ (W RH:)



DITCH CAVES, SKAMANTA COUNTY, VASHINGTON
compass and tape survey 10-=2--56 (uncorrected)

Scale: 1 inch equals 100 feet
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THIS IS ONLY ONE OF THE ARIZONA CAVES WHICH WOULD BE DESTROYE,
BY THE NEWLY PROPOSED COL®RA O RIVER POWER DAMS. BE READY TC
WRITE YOUR“CONGRESSMAN AND SENATORS AT THE CRUCIAL MOMENT. W I
LET YOU KNOW WHEN, IF YOU LIVE IN WASHINGTON STATE.
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REDWALL CAVERN, THREATENED BY MARBLE GORGE DAM
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" America's most isolated Bave?
by ©ill Halliday

The text of thé Aiken Lake memoir of the Geological Survey of Canada mentio; - W,
= limestone cavern in that "map-area', and its sinkhole entrance is shwwn on nnf'
accompanying map, together with at least one other nearby sinkhole. Probatly ne
one but the reporting geologists have been into -the cave. To reach the area, oﬁe
travels by horse or paddles about 80 miles down the Parsnip River to Ycleod “aie
to finley Forks (or 50 miles UP the reade River from Gold Bar to the same point),

thence up the Einley and Ingenika Rivers god énly knows how many nmiles before
busiwhacking across country a few miless. Thismay be émericals most isolated cavej
whoever reports on it in detail first is éntitled to crow a bite (and waiting ;

for the proposed reservoir and using a motor boat is clzating)

The text is as follows:

"Sinkholes were observed in the limestone at the north end of Bytler
Range and on Lookout Mountaine. The largost exXplored sinkhole, whose
mouth is nesr the summit ol Lookcut Hill, 12 sds to a series of gmall
caverns and tortuous passages. The paSques follow both joint ?ystems\,/

and bedding planes".

- Roots, E.F. 1954. Geologv and mineral deposits of Aiken Lake
Mg p-area, B,C. Geol. Surv, of Cansdc Memoir 274, p. 82
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