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Monthly gro tto meeting Monday November 14, 8 PM at Dro Halliday' s, 
1117 36th Ave. E. at Mad ison St., Seattle. 

196� progres s in Cave Ridge 
by Verne Frese 

7-10-66: Newton Cave tri p (Dave I'/Iischke and myself). We found the 
cave to ·bottom out after an 80' pit which we nt=1med Blind Man's Blunde 
because wat erf alls p ut out both our lamps. Lots of water but it seems 

1 lj.ke much les s wate:r there than at the 40' o it. Water soaks i.{lto th e 
floor of a crevice indica ting more cave below. � . 

<I 
. . 

?·-24-66: De ng er Cave trip (same tea PJ.  with Dennis Frese ) . · Se·e�ed much 
less dan gerous than before. Perhaps roost of th" lo m:1e rocks h•ve been 
knocked over the edge of the pit so that there are fewer left �o fall. 

N i ., 
8-28-66: Newton Cave plus S\trfAc,e work (DFJve Mis9hk e , Rob Stitt and 
myself1 plus 'i'ed Lloyd and ;Jiike Marshall who didn t go to the pottom 
of Ne�o n Cave)� He mai ped i� Newton from the bottom ) of the 83' pit 
to the bottom or the 40 pit l total de pt h around 500' and foup.d an 
unmapped pa ssaee in the upper ar ea. On the surf ace we ran a traverse 
from Hellhole to Danger Gnvee \ 
9-10-66: Newton Cnve plus surface work (iJ;n"J ;.r.ischi;:c, Ho:; Sti tt, 
Cathy M ischk e, Maril;11 Frese and m!Jse lf ) . ,·fe ll'Bpped the new pa·�sae;e 
in Newton and Rob Stitt d iscovered a n�.v cave while picking up 3pille·d 
huckleberries, a coupla hundre d feet south and slightly east of H.ed 
Cave on the hillside. It is SlTlAll, not over 20' long and lo' deep. 
It looks like "Blind l'llan's Blunder" in Newton Cave might be down almos 
to the l ak e at the east end of the haaj..ng valley. (Also '.'JO ch �ck ed ou 
Lookout Cave) : 

' 
'I 

10-1-66: Newton CAve plus surface work (�-' v� ��ischke, Bob Stewart 
Ferguson and m.ys c lf) o I3f' si de s A Sllr:t�fl c e s _ �irev with Brunton and range 
finder, we e x plore d in Newton Cave. /0 d�sc�7�red a new passage o�er 
a shel:f at the top of' a chimney in the �.? .... ;::- )Ortion of the oave. It 
extends upvvArd 50' or more "dm two branches. ..lso 'Ne oart�y exolored 
a side passage in a re a of Virgin Passa�e, 8nd explored the c revice at 
�.h� bottom of Blind Ma n ' s Blunder about 60' s ou thwe st and downward 
about another 20'. It continues but is narr or1 snd dimgerous.. There 
was enough vrnt er coming over Blind Man's Blunder to get real Wl!lt. Ne 
came dovm wet, cold and in the dark .. 

NEXT MONTH: reports on some Vancouver Island work. 

"· 
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(cribbed fDom the Oregon Speleograph, v. 2 #5, May 1966 ) 

DAVID'S DEN or Snowpatoh Cave (Sawmill Cave}, Wash. 
by George Long 

Location: t mile south of the sawmill on the main highway enter) .. 1c; 
Trout Lake, Wash. Go 1/8 mile E af the mnin road. You will run � 
into three sinkholes running NW to SW ln lightly fer ested area o �. 
The third sinkhole to the 81.V contains the main entrance to the cave,, 

�"' 

Tape and compass �urvey by George Long, Jim Wilcox & Tom Wilooxo· 

Description: Snowpatch Cave is a typical Mt. Adams lava cave,, V'ha:t .. 
is, there is much breakdown throughout the first two-thirds. 

The cave has two openings. 'l.'he main entrance is an or erhan�-ing �· 
shelf in::a sinkhole, maassuring about 4' nigh and 18 feet wide. 

h 

e 
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.t 
The second entrance measures two feet ki�a and it feet high. Th.e 
first entrance is by far. the best way into the cave. The second one 
is a crawlway, and you will have to pass uni er some large, loos$ rocks. 

l 
I have been in the cave twice this winter, and each tim.e the fir st 
one-hundred feet or so was covered with quite a bit of ioe. On� the 
floor oan be seen large icicles which make the first 100 f eet hizard­
Oll;S travelling. I doubt, though, that there will be any ioe le:t::t in 
the stunmer. a 
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After you reach the ane;led T wh�re the tube separates and the mtin 
tunnel goes toward the SW from the entrance a nd for about 750 f�et, 
there is heavy breakdown and the floor can hardly be seen. All�at 
once, the brl'Jakdown stops and the cave opens up into a large safai­
circular tunnel tuntil it ends at a bout 400 fe.et. The floor is�rough 

0 1 
lava, but clear of breakdown. \ 
The 
the 
the 
the 

average height �s about 7', and 
cave 'rhe tub� finally erids i n 
ceiling. 'I'he oave has a length 
side passage .. 

the wid'i;h is about 17' throU:ghout 
a lava seal, where the floo:i.:�· rr..�ets 
ot about l, 182 feet, inclu� j n7 

The cave is a sma 11 one, but int erestin� , and different from m0t�t ot 
the cav·es in thr-Jt area. It is located in th� va:J-ley floor S'.'f of' 
Trout Lake about 3 miles, and has great poss1b1l1t�s for furthbr 
cave exploration. The c ave is worth going through, m d on\ y  �a;kes 
30 to 45 �inutes. · 

sketch- not to soele 

break�own 
··� an 

bkdn 

lava seal 

no 
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DITCH CAVES, Si'.AUANIA cguNTY, 'iASi Ii' CIDN 
1 • 

Section 5, T5N, l_\pE, Yillard Quadrangle. Elevation about 3270 feet. 

Tnis complex of t'lfo spacious but short caves and two large sinks is the weste; -.u 

most currently knovm in the !.Iount Aclams cave area. It is located about 1/3 mile 
northwest of Big Cave and· southsouthwest of Dyna:nited Cave. There has been s�me 
speculation that the complex may represent a coll.ap se-:tM.lated portion of �.ited 
Cave cu-g current pjtnliminary maps of the latter indicate a course several hun�ed 
feet farther east. Further nEpping for verification i s  anticipated. ' 

The northern sink is roughly circular; arout 100 feet. in di am4ter a..."1d about 20 feet. 
deep. From its northern alcove tvl) crawlways in breakdhvm lead to a sloping .' 
breakdovm chamber about 125 feet long and'50 j feet wide. ?rom tr.is poin:!; a : 
climb over a breakdmm pile leads to a small-er chamber· to the northeast, alsq 
sloping downward to a narrow lava floor ·VFhich term.i.nates in a lava seal in a! 
low extension. The flow features are rather indistinct but suggest flov1 out� 
of the cavern at this point� This is the only original tube feature exposed� 
in this system. · 

The upper end of the larger sink, or trench, is al:out 150 feet southeast of \ 
the sink just described. Ji)-. out 300 .ieet lone, its southern portion is about� 
100 feet wide and 30 feet deep. 'i"'r.e nort ern end is shallov1er a:i d narrovrer; · 

it'CJTJpears to curve somewhat northeast .:rnd at its northeast end is a shallm7' 
breaUdown grotto. � 

At the south end of this trench, a wide but hidden alcove is the antechamber t!}f 
t.he larger cave of t .. is sy �tcm o .:.. s .. o:::t c.L:....:c,c:1L l·�<:'C ·1::h or eakdov:n follm';ed bt a 
low horizontal route leads into the Rain J.oom, <hout1 80 , feet long and· 40 feefr, wide. 
Beyond, a shbrt descent extends to two smaller ascending chambers :i.,n breakdorn• 
At the too of the slope, .a small hole opens into the lare;est room in the. ca•re., 
about 100 feet long and 60 " feet wide, and not.::3.hle for its colorful red rOCf• 
A large sad of lav� is in tl1e DYocoss of shelvin,... hreakdmm over the entrance• of 
this room •. .Beyond, a small hole permits crawling dowrlVlarci and onward :u1�0 a maze 

of breakdovm for only af evr dozen feet. 

These caves may have baen discovered durin0 the lo· __ :ing of the area some Y,.8ars u.::..O, 
bat are not lmown to ha-re b8en entered until found by t:·.� -<_A.:: ·on G:::-otto in 1966 
'\vhile searching for an extension of Dynamited Cave. 'i'h ... no:�:,:.--.'JY':;J. ca•.re was termec..i 

"Slide Cave" because of the difficult slide into the c� o�>e.� orifice ( O."-ce :;.nside 
an easier route was found) ; the southern was duo;.;ed 11Firacracke:A C2ve". 

· .. i .. 

The volume of the syff.em as a whole strongly sue;1ests thA�. the sc718nt where' 'a 
lava floor is visihle is only an inconsequential segmen'C -perhaps an e:'i1.uent or 
rudimentary up:.;:;r i . .:vel - and exploration to date may not e·;en have penetrated 'to 
the original roof of the underlying main tube!. Currelntion with nearby Dynamited 
and Dig Caves appe ars extremely important. 

• - ' I 
�-, Tot'al 3:��th of the compl�x is . ..a,bout 990 _teet ,; that of Slide Cave is 225feet; 

that 01 .l<J.recracker Cave is 315 feet . 
· (w. R H·) 
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DITCH CAVFS, SKAMl'J."1IA COUNTY, HASHUJGTON 

compass and tape survey 10-2-66 (uncorrebted) 

Scale: l inch equals 100 feet 
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'.'TfII S IS ONl,.Y ONE OF THE ARIZONA CAVES WHICH. '.\TOULD BE DESTROYE'.J 
BY THE NE'Y�Y PROPOSED COLffiADO RIVER POWER DAMS� BE READY T( 

' ' 
WRITE YOUR<iCONGRESSMAN AND SENAT0118 AT THE CHUCIAL MOMENT. \ 'it ·1 , , 
LET ¥OU KN��I( WHEN, IF YOU LIVE IN' rvASHINGTON STATE. 
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REDWALL CAVERN, THREATENED BY MARBLE GORGE DAM Photo By PHILIP HYDE · 
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America's most isolated 6ave? 
by 0ill Halliday 

The text of th� Aiken Lake memoir of t he Geological Survey of Canada mentio . •  

,_ limestone ca'.:crn in that "map-area11, and its sinl'..hole entrance is shwan on tm f 
0ccompanying map, together with at least one other nearby sinkhole. Probably nc 

� 
' 

one but the reporting geoloeists have been into the cave. 7o reach the area, o�s 

travels by horse or paddl..e s  about 80 miles down the Parsnip River to Mcleod �ake 

to Finley Forks (or SO miles UP the _-eade River from Gold Bar to the same point)., 

thence up the linley and Ingenika Rivers e;od �nly knows how many niles before 

bushwhackin.g across country a few miles. Thismay be .Americai.s most isola ted cave; 

whoever reports on it in detail first is mntitl e d  to crow a bit. (and waiting i 

for the proposed reservoir and using a motor boat is cleating) 

The text is as follows: 

I '  
, 

"Sinkholes were observed in the lim.eston<' at the north end of By.tler 
Range and on Lookout :Mountain.. The largost explored sj_nkhol�, Whose , 
mouth is near the summit ot Lookout; Hill, i� Bds to a series or §mall 
caverns and tortuous passages. The p ass'lges follow both joint fYStema_.,1 , 
and bedding planes". \ ·. 

- Roots, E.F. 1954. Geology find mineral deposit s of A iken J:;ake 
Map a1••., B ,... 
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