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official publication 

of t,he Cascade Grotto o:f. r...he N. s�s., 

HAD YOU w'OND.1!J'":..1'i:07 

\Jhat happened to The C..:scade Cnver? 

Volume I, #4 (appro:ximntely} 
tk. vember, l <?62 

Nothing much - just that editor Tolil. Hatchett was transfer'c'ed bv 
Boeing to New Orleans, and taok all his material alongJ \e }.J.1.·umscd 
to publish at least one issue by long distance, but his route was by 

Y of Texas• faL1ed Caverns of Sonora, and for all we know, he may never wa 
I 

hove gone any farther. 

So - The Cover is temporariiby on a hit-or-miss basis - but at least 

!t isn •t dead. 

MEETING NOTIVE 

Monday December l• at Dr. Halliday 's home - lll.7 36th Ave. E., Sactttle 
beginning at 8 PM. YEARLY ELECTION OF OFFICERS. Be sure your NSS dues 
are poid. We should hove another bunch of slides from the NSS library. 

NEXT OFFICIAL FIELD TRil> : Novet:1ber 24-25, to the Mt. St. Helens cave 
area. Caves to be visited will depend on snow conditions. With luck, 
Little Red River Cuve will be a prime target. Field trip chairmon is 
Luurt Nieuwenhuis, EA 2-32510 Call him i1l. interested. Be expect to 
camp ot the Reese's cobin &.lturdoy night. 

LOOKOUT CAVE CON'-lUERED {probably) 
by Bill Halliday 

Partially due to inability to talk the Navy into use of a heli­
copter, the planned long Luoor n....y weekend pack-in SnoqualLlie trip 
shrank to a one-day assou.i.t on lookout C.:ive on Sept. 1. Those carrying 
packs up to 60 pounds up the 2500 foot cli.rab were Toe Hatchett, Eob 
Maynard, Luurt Nieuwenhias and myself'. The ladder descent int.o the 
new vertical room where we stepped last year was readily rigbed, and 
�rue to our predi�tions, there were several passages contir....uing beyond 
it - but not far, and nvt leading in the direction of ne&�by Hellhole 
Cave. We spent about 5 hours mapping and recording sorae of the unusual 
features of this ttlserable little cave - see the accompanying map. Now 
�hat I think back� incidentally, i� wasn't the cave that was Lliseroble -
t was Us - colder, wetter and mudl.lier than usual, even. Toward the 

end, we sent Toe topsi.da to t...11row o couple of smoke bor;:ibs down the 68 
foot entrance of Hellhole Cave bu+ without result. which was not too 
surp · · ' .., ,. • 
I 

rising. Af'ter the long series of clu.I;meying and ladder pitches, 
con_ rarely recall a pleo.so.nter emergence into the raountain raeodow 

sunshine. This leaves Hellhole Cu ve the only UDralp pad and partially 
:explored I:1£ljor lir.1.t3stone cave in Washington, although there LlSY still 

f 
e so1.1e leads in Newton Cove, and juat possibly raaybe someone can 

��rce O couple 0£ holes in breakdown near the lowest point in Lookout 
'-"lV9 • • • 





IDAHO SPELF.OLOGIC.i\L NOTES 

A,raD Smith be.a contributed the .fo1loving o1d descri.ption of Crystal 
F Us cave, north of St. Anthony and west of West Yellowstone. Un­
f�rtunately, the source of the quotation is lost. If hie tatlil.y 
i;ucce('da in finding it, we will report later. 

• ••• seen by hardly I.:1Dre than a score of persona and known by name to 
fewer than a hundred. En.trance is by way of a ragtsed gu].ch bedded 

'th piles of stone, but the opening itsell is large and voU.ted and 
r�ads easily to the first chaLlber" The root:1 is huge and rough with torn 
tom ceilings and Wc:J.lls and with cotmtless tons of rocks heaped upon 
its floor. At its f'arther end is a rugged po.saageway that leads down 
but not steeply to the enormous first corridor of the cave. The ceil­
ing here at the beginning is perhaps l(X) feet in height and descends 
in S"'eeping curves to the Vtmra:r walls •••• coL1es to a frozen river th�t 
lies on half the length of the raain chamber. .At the end of the river 
there is a Great waterfall of ice that drops 30 feet to Q tiny chcuil-
ber of axtraordi.n.ary beauty. Close to this chamber, towf.lrd the cave 
entrance, is a jagged basin some 20 feet across und 30 feet in depth 
and the explclrer can descend without the aid of ropes, then turn to 
the right and follow a short and narrow passage to the other chambe·r. 
Upon coming to the other chaLlber he will pro°bc.l oJ.y hol.d his bre&th at 
the unsurpassed loveliness of what he sees. This water.fall of ioe 
looks as if a river had plunged and had bet;n suddenly frozen, becaU$e 
the contour of the descending flood is perfect even to the spilled, 
frozen flanking structure which looks like turabled chandeliers and 
dl;-apories of g�ass. On either side of the wall is a passage that 
leads to an inclined floor of ice and to another long and faultless 
corridor lying exactly under the one aoove. This chaL1ber should 
be entered for a view of the ice f�ll from the other side and be-
cuuse it leads, �fter dropping in its ceiling until the explorer 
for a few yards has to proceed on hands and knees to another cru.m1ber 
beyond where ice crystals, studding walls and ceilings, are breath­
taking in their perfection. Leuving the clu.tw.ber, .follow the river of 
ice to its !all and where it cascades down in corrugations as if th� 
ripples of the streara had suJ.c.lenly frozen, too. Ht:re also is tfle 
loveliest corridor of all. froc its floor up to and off its arched 
ceiling down to its floor again is a solid LWss of ice crystals 
that grow in great bunches like flowers each with a thousand flowers. 
petals e 

Within a radiua of 10 IJ.iles fro� this one, eleven other caves have 
been explored wholly or in part and Llllny rer.iain unexplored." 

iNot a bad description of this t:lclgnificent �o-l8vel lava tube - WRlj:l) 

NEW ID"uiO CA VE REPORTED 

Thi,ough th t t 
inf 

. e cour esy of the staff of' the Nezperce National Fores , 

aou::�tion ha� b�en rA�e:i.v'3d about P.t&OOSE CAVE, about 10 Jj],iles 
F

ro thst of Riggins, Iauho und between that town and Hells Canyon. 

11r.t
1 e reporta, this cave uppears to be forued on a contact between 

B
l.. ea

b
tone and non-calcareous rock �ontuins severul hundred feet of 

z.ea le p , J t fuJ.. 1.. 
as sagew ays, u a ucces s ion of pi ts und drops and is no 

J,,J explored. .3 



UCEHT CAVING Bl 'tBZ POR1'LAJI> .GlioVP 
. bT SW,,. liluteOll . ' ! 

� . amt ted. 21:m wae vtsi ted the second U... tJi1a J9ar a the �a� VNkQ4 

RrA We tried out our 40 f'eet of new ca ble . ladder• passage vu 

in J!:ethrough 
the breakdown at the end of the farthest lewest level, to 

�
r

e left 88 ,ou face the breakdown pile. To our great disappointment• 

the another more -final breakdown illaecliately beyobd. Thia pUe 

8 
re wa;mpassabl:, and DD', l&?2Ue Tbua our efforts on WO tripe ' eddect 

� teet to the tetal length ot the oava. 

we did succeed in mappj.ng out to the B1g .Room. The only tN ng left 

to map 1n the back is th_e Upper Level (about 500 feet) . I believe our 

eurvq totalled about 2000 feet - the .map is not 7et finiahedt: 

necently we also located ;·1emnd Crater � 111, near the north encl 

- or the Steans tt,untains in Oregon, and a few miles from a place oall.ed 

l);SaJIOnd on the road mape . I't contains peculiar lava a'tal.actitee 3 to 12 

1nohes long over 100 square feet of ceiling. The map of tb1a 08'1& alao 

vill be finished soon. Al.Bo found at Diamond Craters vere other 811811 

lava tube Ct'ttes I most]¥ broken <bin, . and sane veey small tubee in paboehoe 

lava. The tJJNs are very recent and support no visi.ble plant lite .• 

:. After Diamond Craters , we ent to ·  Jordan Vall.e71 Oregon. We didn •t ,n 
to eee B@tt120nake Caves, but vere told that the larce one ia aneral 

hundred feet long and big inside. We talked ·to a drugg:lat vbo asp the\ 
there are no caves in the newer flows I which he bas explored thoroughly• 
Another person ia supposed to know of several large cavea nortbiest ot 

Ju>me, requiri.ng a rope tor �tl"Y• Am writing him tor detail.a. 

We revisited Ii ell.a Canyt,n the fin$t week in Juge. the road was 
blocked bJ' ·the dam conatructiob, so we ba4 to peck in. We found the 
reported 450 toot cave on the Idaho aide, ai d  mapped it as well as 
finding about 25 smaller caves ranging from 150 feet to 20 feet U 
length� most of vbich \'ere merely noted and not mapped. We named the 
big oave Redfis;, .waD for the painted symbol of a red tiah outline about 
20 feet inside the entrance. It is about 200-300 feet above and a bit to 
!ee ,

e�t of the large shelter on the north b(lllk ot Allison Creek before 
""e .rat bend in the canyon. 

� Redfia 
. . 

entered r: 
h Cave ia a prominent opening a tout lO feet square. We 

feet, then !tt!th 
class climbing a� found to go straight in for about :,0 

mostly roo� wi..J:1 
Redfi.ah, crawling ia necessary at both ends , but is 

There are t� or �e�a=��g� ��ght of 15 feet for a short distanoeo 
winding tubular cave A f

r s e passages , but the cave is moa'tJ.¥ one lol2I 
It get.a wetter the f�th 

ew long-eared ba te and some pack-rata are present• 
tills the paasage� It ����� go , and is live near the ond where flowstone 
•c hristmaa tree" Thi 

s unuaual. ly nice speleothema ' i:nclud1 ng fl 

Pl'OtectioQo So.me 
O 

vanda4�: � and one or two emaller ones clearl;y deserve 
� tb1

s area 
'lhl.5 

+. 
as o ccu.t"red, and more and more people will be 

�4 -Ullle�li:r Jo. ... 1,.- • 
en .. ranoo an<.l thElt of Big Bar Cava .u, uld both � up with a gate I think 

,,.. oo 
... lir.it: M• pmpt � CJQ:Qet 

O we should s ecl.ous]¥ consider •uob 
.... illliJ." .Ullllr � �te r:t,ion worker who s aid he was pl.Q at;ing to So to 

ev� ce.ve entrance be could fiD4,. 
4-



1962 o�GON vAVES MAPPING TRIP 
by Steve Knuteon 

J 27 l.ru:..2 we accoLlpliehed additional. mapping in the Il:,me 
On an. ' 7V ' c W , - te ri in the south end section 0£ Oregon ave. e were � j.n 

;;ri � and dif'.ficul ties in mu�..:ing o. ::f:iro at Greyoock Camp and 

there.fore were oble to spend oruy o:io , hour s ession .in the cove . 

W 9 given the location of the nc.!....r · .V vertionl c� ve which woa 

d 
8 

"';fbed to us as a 50 .foot drop wi t:.1 lateral. pussages at the 

�:�m but ha ving potential il clea red of clay fill. Two oth r 

ves in the area were also reported to us ,  both having been cut 

f�to by bulldozers during road cons truction and subs e�uently .fil.l.ed. 

one is ocross the valley .:.'ron Oregon Ca ve ,  where a loggin'( ro'l has 

gone through. T' e other is soom.r�ere ?long the Bol':ln ......... · ., .,,.1 ...... 

on the eastern side of French Pe&K, 'Which wus cade into u .,. 1ud ro­

cently. The former was s aid to J.cok pro xi.sing before b,, .. lnc, closed, 

and the latter wB,s said t,o be only a cra,ck; too sr.:iall to onter wi. th 

a strong er;isrging air cu.r:re:bt.. .1ulotho- s ll 20-50 .foo t  cave or 

caves were repor ed alon an ... h r Cree u Lort dist.a ce (1/8 c.il.e) 

.fro:rJ. sta te highway 46., J,J so mentioned were '•benches " or sinks obove 

Ore�on Cave into which trickling s trew;:is .flo\l , theorot.icall.y joining 

the cave streams . Dye tes ts hwere would be inter sting . 

The group that took part- inc utled Bill. Witherspoon,  Dwight Reed ,  
Steve Lander and raysel.f , all froLl Reed College . e entered the cave 
at 3 PM and proceeded i1Jr.1ed.iat Jy to tho south end.. Beginning o t  
the .Ra thole , wo r:iopped south across the top o f  the 1.: W-s L1 '' and 
into the bottoo of t.-11.e 0e;:�· WeJ.1 11

... Tr...rough · 1e ,;1 sa fJS o eining o n  

the £ar s;td'3 of  t.h.i.:1 v.u __ l •.rr s a ,..noples o.f atlt.lll possngos ond SL'Ul ll 
wells wbich was our objective. This , owev r. as nev r .r a chod,. 

Our downfall �no.e when we decided to t1ap through tho top of the 2nd 
Well to a small roora jst a bove .:i � which r res€Jntod the highest knO\ln 
point in th c.<J ve ., 250 f0 ,t., 4-r,re t.!",. en .,r .�e Bil w ·  tl orspoon took 
the end of the tape and -tar'te u +o "the hole leading to the sr.iall 
room, about 40 ·or 50 .feet above.. The est o;f us waited. We wero 
about to re';d the U\P'9 when he yell d � · n .... ,., t ho as s till going. 
The tape pa:i..d out. Q toadi.J.y until i T, 6p1 rou c. 75 f ot. We yolled at 
Bill to st,op, but heurd a DU.ffled reJ.. • .• -..  "Cooe on U,IJJ "  We did , t1nd 
followed the tape through a hole l:,.: · i..r:: <lia.tleter in 'the ceiling of 
the s-�ll rooo, snd laterally nbout 15 f .. ot through o tortuous crawl. 
at wh.ic!) point, we crawled up through a narrolo/ crack and into the 
bottoza of a "3rd Well 1' 'Wiich is about 30 by 20 feet in cross-s oct�on 
w:1d about 60 feet high.. TJ.1,3 �nd of the tape was at the bottoo nnd 
:;1 was pe .... cbed a bout 50 .feet up on the wa ll in the or.,�. ·· ··l::'. 0£ :-l 

i 
ll _passage\9 We scraobled up and .followed Bill thro,,.,l-i 'th.is tight c rculor tunnel li 

"'AC>'"� 

into th bo 
' a ng ng up,:ard for about 20 feet where •, •e  ocierged 

ceili 
e 

f 
tt<;>r.i of yet. anoth ... r wel:1. ( ••4-cli Wel1.') ... A hole neur the 

feet �� this 20 fcot dor.i'3pit ·..rent up �t a steep angle for a bout %5 
.... Uite f 

we 001;-ld s e1:: .,.  bu.t Qn ov�rh::mg blc cked progr6ss . We hlld f'ound • ' a ew snail s helJ.ig +h to the surfuce , . · . on ·, 9 WD.Y 1):p , and think we were quite close 

section 
qr 

t 
� having increased the kn.own verti cal height of this 

seeking a w 
a least 75 .f'eet.. We  spent sor.:1e tiI:J.e in s ide passages 

plored a sm:ii 
around the overhang, but v1 i th no luck. We also ex-

it to lead n1. 
c

be.

oo_plex off the end o.f the Breo kchi.lwn .Roora, but found 
O Y ck to the Shovel Roou. 

5 



we haw e11lled th• third veil 'ftle _a,ne 1IDom ainoe there an • ..._ 
ma!U' bear i;,o•• bore. Tbe7 appeared partiall.7 foae:Uised, •114 beA t 

apparentl.T been vashed dovn, either rrom the eur£aoe or froa a 
presently-unknown tra?-like pit entrance of the caw. 

11 (cag. ) 
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