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HAD YOU WONDETUTD

iJhat happened to The Cuscade Caver?

Nothing much ~ just that editor '?om Hatck.lett was transferred by
Boeing to New Orleans, and teok all hls_materlal along.‘ 13 nrorndisaed
to publish at least one issue by long distance, but his route was by
b - Texas ! famed Caverns of Sonora, and for all we know, he may never

have gone any farther!
8o — The Caver is temporaridy on a hit-or-miss basis - but at least

it isn't dead.
MEETING NOTIGE

Monday December le at Dr. Halliday's home - 1117 36th Ave. Be, Seattle
beginning at 8 PM. YEARLY ELECTION OF OFFICERS. Be sure your NSS dues
are paid. Wo should have another bunch of slides from the NSS library.

NEXT OFFICIAL FIELD TRIP: November 24-25, to the Nt. St. Helens cave
area. Caves to be visited will depend on snow conditions. With luck,
Little Red River Cuve will be a prime target. Field trip chairman is
Luurt Niewenhuis, EA 2-3251. Call him iff interested. Be expect to
canp at the Reese's cabin Suaturday night.

LOUKOUT CAVE CONQUERED (probably)
by Bill Halliday

Partially due to inability to talk the Navy into use of a heli-
copter, the planned long Labor Duy weekend pack-in Snoqualmie trip
shrank to a one-day assault on lLookout Cive on Sept. 1. Those carrying
packs up to 60 pounds up the 2500 foot climb were Tom Hatchett, Bob
Maynard, Luurt Niewenhuis and myself. Thoe ladder descent into the
new vertical room where we stcpped last year was readily rig.ed, and
t.:.rue % our prediztions, there were several passages continuing beyond
it - but not far, and not leading in the direction of neaxty Hellhole
Cave. We spent about 5 hours mapping and recording some of the unusual
features of this miserable little cave —~ see the accompanying map. Now
that I think back, incidentally, i% wasn't the cave that was miserable -
it was us - colder, wetter and rmuddier than usual, even. Toward ths
?nd, we sent Ton topside to throw a couple of smoke bombs down the 63
oot entrance of Hellhole Cave, bu% without result, which was not too
iurpm.s;mg_ After the long series of chimneying and ladder pitches,
Su;:la}ri‘rarely recall a plsasanter emergence into the mountain m.eadow
unes ine. This leaves Hellhols Cave the oniy unng ped and partially
be *plored najor limestone cave in Washington, although there may still

Some leads in Newton Cave, and just possibly maybe someone can

éaonge 8 couple of holes in breakdown near the lowest point in Lookaut
L I
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IDAHO SPELEOLOGICAL NOTES

snith has contributed the following old description of Crystal
F.1lls Cave, north of St. anthony and west of West Yellowstone. Une
o tunately, tho source of the quotation is lost. If his fanily
succeeds in finding it, we will report later.

»,,.seen by hardly more than a score of persons and known by name to

! fewer than a hundred. Entrance i§ by way of a ragged gulch bedded

i vith piles of stone, but the opening itself is& large and vailkted and

. leads easily to the first chamber. The room is huge and rough with torn
torn ceilings and walls and wit}} countless tons of rocks heaped upon
jts floor. At its farther end is a rugged passageway that leads down
but not steeply to the enormous first corridor of the cave. The ceil-
ing here at the beginning is perhaps 100 feet in height and descends
in sweeping curves to the £immEx walls....comes to a frozen river that
lies on holf the length of the main chamber. it the end of the river
there is a great waterfall of ice that drops 30 feet to a tiny chap-
per of extraordinary beauty. Close to this chamber, toward the cave
entrance, is a japged basin some 20 feet across und 30 feet in depth
and the explarer can descend without the aid of ropes, then turn to
the right and follow a short and narrow passage to the other chamber.
Upon coming to the other chamber he will probuoly hold his breath at
the unsurpassed loveliness of what he sees. This waterfall of ice
looks as if a river had plunged and had been suddenly frozen, because
the contour of the descending flood is perfect even to the spilled,
frozen flanking structure which looks like tumbled chandeliers and
drapoeries of gtass. On either side of the wall is a passage that
leads to un inclined floor of ice and to another long and faultless
corridor lying exactly under the one above. This chamber should

be entered for a view of the ice full from the other side and be-
cuuse it leads, ufter dropping in its ceiling uutil the explorer

for a few yards has to proceed on hands and knees to another chauber
beyond where ice crystals, studding walls and ceilings, are breath-
taking in their perfection. Leaving the chawber, follow the river of
ice to its full and where it cascades down in corrugations as if the
ripples of the stream had suddenly frozen, toco. Here also is' the
loveliest corridor of all. Prom its floor up to and off its arched
ceiling down to its floor again is a solid nass of ice crystals

thetx’;itlgrow in great bunches like flowers each with a thousand flowerm
pe S,

Within a radiws of 10 miles from this one, eleven other caves have
been explored wholly or in part and muny remain unexplored.”

(Not a baq degcription of thig magnificent two-level lavg tube = WRiH),

NEW IDsHO CAVE REPORTED

Throy

inforgh the courtesy of the staff of the Nezperce National Forest,

southsztion has been recsived about, PAPOOSE CAVE, about 10 miles

From tho .o Mggins, Iduho and between that town and Hells Canyon.

Unestope Forts, this cave uppears to be forued on & contact between
16 and non~culcareous rock, contuins severul hundred feeb of

8izg ;
“llsbiipﬁﬁisze”ays, a Successi;n of pits uand drops and is not



AECENT GAVING EY THE PORTLAND GROVP
‘the last weekand
ted the second ‘ime this year the last

anit ggso:?oﬁsto feet of new cahle ladders F{ P”G;S’e"{“
in June, We trtge S realkdown at the end of the farthest loweatinev s to
el tnrougbu face the breakdowa pile. To our great d{:ﬁ%:“ﬁ'
the left as yoth more f£inal breakdown immediately beyo "
there was anotlier, and very locga» Thus our efforts on two trips added

:nly 40 feet to the total length of the oavee

« The only thing left
in mapping out to the Big Room

to r gdt;z;cggzg is tbngpper Level (about 500 feet). Iega.ﬂ:avo our
our:aeg totalled about 2000 feet - the map is not yet finishede

L the north end
en we also located yigmond Creter Cave #l, near

-of tﬁgcstetzs Mountains in Oregon, and a few miles from a pltia o;ntoedlz
Diamond on the road mapss It contains peculiar lava stalac .
inches long over 100 square feet of ceiling. The map of this cave also
will be finished soone Also found at Diamond Craters were other small
lava tube ceves, mostly broken down, ‘and some very small tubes in pahoehoe
lavas The flows are very recent and support no visible plent life.

After Diamond Craters, we ent to Jordan Valley, Oregon. We didn 't get
to see Raytlesnake Cayes, but were told that the large one is aeveral
hundred feet long and big inside. We talked to a druggist who says that
there are no caves in the newer flows, which he has éxplored thoroughly.
Another person is supposed to know of several large caves nortbwest of
Rome, requiring a rope for emtry, 4m writing him for details.

We revisited H ells Canyon the first week in Jupe. The road was
blocked by the dam constructioh, so we had to pack in. We found the
reported 450 foot cave on the Idaho side, and mapped it as well as
finding about 25 smaller cawes ranging from 150 feet to 20 feet 1A
length, most of which were merely noted and not mappeds We named the
big oave Redfish Cave for the painted symbol of a red fish outline about
20 feet ingide the entrances It is about 200=300 feet above and a bit to

the east of the large shelter on the north benk of Allison Creek before
the L'rst bend in the canyon.

Above Redfish Cave 1s a prominent opening about 10 feet squarce We
-entered it by 5th class climbing and found to go straight in for about 30
feet, then ende In Redfish, crawling is necessary at both ends, but is
mogtly roomy, with a passage height of 15 feet for a short distancee

. . There are two or three short side passages, but the cave is mos one long
\;tn:ntg :.:::lar caveo, A4 few lcng~sared bats and some puck—ratatge present.
ghsc. v er tho farther you go, and is live near the ond where flowstone
ot hriamagaigagﬁh It contains unususlly nice speleothems, including a
,' i eell, fis'cavo and cne or two samaller ones clearly deserve
fpe Ro Some vandalism has occurred, and more and more people will be
2 3 areas This entrance and that of Big Bar Cave #l ocould both
- “? with a gates I think ye should seriously consider such

8 construction worker who said he was pla.ning to go 10
‘hﬂqﬁﬁ into Svery cave entrance he sould fing,
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1962 ORLGON GVAVES MAPPING TRIP
by Steve Knutson

ccompliehed additional mapping in the Done

On Jan,'irzx"&liggg&t;eeﬁd segtion of Oregon Cuve. We were late in
Serrifrfn"”g. and diffictl¥ies in mukipg a Tirg at Greyback Camp and
:gerefor o wore able to spend onlyj ona L-hour session in the cave.

ere given the location of the neur:y vertical cave which was
:e Zribed to us as a 50 foot drop with lateral pussages at the
bc?:tom but having potential if cleared of clay fill. Two othar
caves in the area were also reported to us, both having been cut
into by bulldozers during road construction and subseyuently filled.
One is across the valley from Oregon Cave, where a logging romilhas
gone through. The other is somawfuere along the Bolt_m Lo Woa ]
on the eastern side of French Peak, which wus nade into o .‘.uatl ro~
cently. The former was said to lcok promising beforeLb-...mg ciosed,
and the latter was said to be only a crack too snall to enter with

i wnother st O foot cave or

strong emerging air curretbt. Another s 1l 20-5 ‘ .
2aves wSre reported alonj; Fanthar Creek a shwori distance (1/8 mile)

from state highway 46. Also nentioned were "benches" or sinks above

Oregon Cave into which trickling streans flow, theorotically joining

the cave streams. Dye tests hwere would be interasting.

The group that took part inciuded Bill Witherspoon, Dwight Reed,
Steve lander and myself, all from Reed College. We epte\f‘ed the cave
~at 3 PM and proceeded immediataly %o the south end. Beginning at
» \the Rathols, we mappéd south acrosg the top of the Miat Wsll" and
into the bo’:‘,tom of the "Bnd Well®, Through tle amsages opeining on
tha far side of thia wall was a cemples of smnll passages and small
wells which wuas our objeclive. This, howevur, was never reachaed,
Our downfall came when we decided to map through the top of the 2nd
Well to a small room jst above it which rapresented the highést known
point in tha cave, 25C foet above the entrance. Blll Witlierspoon took
the end of the tape and starved up to the hole leading to the small
room, about 40 or 50 feet above. The rest of us waited. We were
about to read the taps when he yelled #own that he was still going.
The tape paid oul steadily until it approuched 75 faet. We yelled at
?c:ﬁio:gdszﬁp,tbut 2;ard ?1 muﬁfiedl;-c:,i;': "Cone on upr.!l" We did, and
e tape rough a hole 1: r. diasneter in the ceiling of
the small roon, eand laterally about 15 fset through a tortucus crawl
at which point we crawled up through a narrow crack and into the
botton of a "3rleeZ.Ll" vd:i::h is about 30 by 20 feet in cross-section
%gd about 60 feei, high. The =nd of the tape was at the bottom and
l%rwas perched about 50 feet up on the wall in the opci’zy of =
zﬁpuiﬁ‘ass-age, We serambled up and followed Bill through this tight
So t;r lt;ounnel, angling upvard for about 20 feet where e umerged
o . g tton of yef-_*anot}:\ur well("4th Well). 4 hole neur the
Boct yﬁaz this 20 foot domepit went up at a steep angle for about X5
Biito & wfewe could se=, btut an cverhang blccked progress. We had found
e ‘C:he su“r‘-'f, sng11' Sflﬁllf_z on the way vp, and think we were quite close
section 17 ’iﬁeiehd‘élgg inereased the lknown vertical height of this
Becking « e as = 2hfeet° We spent sone tine in side passages
Blored o smallaroun e overhang, but with no luck. We also ex=
3t to lead conplex off the end of the Breakdwwn Koom, but found
only back to the Shovel Roori.
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ed the third well The Bone Rood singce there are a gregt
::nlyu bv:a:‘ :gnea here. They appeared partially fossilized, and haq
apparently been washed down, either from the surface or from a
ggeaently-unlmawn trap-like pit entrance of the cave.
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