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Report on a Grotto Field Trip to

THESIS CAVE
t by Warren Gibson, Chairman

Buried d=eply ia a mining engineering thesis, written in 1910, is
e picture of a limestone quarry showing two cave entrances. The cap-
E tion of the picture wentions the name of the quarry. On another page of
the thesis is & briefl description of the quarry. From this description
we kiaws

} 1. Tre quarry had bsen abandoned before 1910.
l 2. An overhead cableway had been used to transport the lime-
stone &cress th2 Stillaguamish River where it was loadsd on cars of
the now abardonzd Monte Cristo Railroad. The limestonz was then
3 shipred a mile or so West to the kiln discovered by Peter Mclellan
and Warren Gibson, and described in Cascade Cave Report No. 5.

3. The quarry was within half a mile of a tunnel cn the Mon-
we Cristo Reilroad.

After consideredble study, Tom Steinburn, our newest member, rsached
;he conclusion that the quarry we sought must be the SE most of three
snown ¢n a USED guadrangle map of the Granite Falls area. This one quar-
ol Ty w23 zeross the river from the rallroad, end sbout helf a mile SE from
i uriel (the Guarry had previously besn reported to be SW frem the tun-
). Tom ncted several landmarks on the map which, if they still exis-
, weuld plece us within 2 few huadred yerds of the guarry. A lake
d zvamp, enc & dirt road having a peculiar bend in it.

1 Armed thus, v and some frie sper it aft n nosi
Armed thi Tor and some friends spent a Sw.day afternoon nosin

ound the Cranite Falls area, and, vo their surprise. founc botn the

ke and swawp, and the recad with the odd bend. On the strength of this

ering news it was decided that oa April the 12th, 1953, come rain or

nz, the CGrotto weuld assertle at Cranite Falls and find thet quarry

witn its cave. It i1zined. A steady, soaking drizzle.

Nevor-the-less, at the ernd of a road having 2 peculiar tend, and
necr 2z orieil leke ard swamp, that morning of the twelfth of April, Del
sz2ely and his wife, Tom Steinturn and his vife, and Warren Gikson were
zezn to don iheir rein gear, end abandon the warmth of their cars to
face the sogey underbrush. We hiked for perhaps half a mile farther on
-1d road, there impassable to cars, to where it ended abrubtly at
)

' the ¢
L the wp of & bluff cverlooking the deeply entrenched Stillaguamish Ri-
ver. 4% this point a deep gash, or notch. at the angle of the tluff
cave us the feise hcoe that we were standing where the old quarry
cablsway stovied its span of the river. This notch, it later developed
vas the top end of £ abandoned log shute. It was decided that the
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te the quarry uvas to seek outl positive evid-
cevoleway, and follow vwhere the evidence lead.
ed to comb the flat, brushey floor of the val-
aing fan toe the toe of a nzarby hill. ‘'fom

the heavily timbered face of the hill
cut a plus four hundred feet.
m and Warren went to the pecint where toe
: t the River, and wer a_most im-

e €
nd. An old shive fastenad to a long
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stuma, 210 & sotted timber with lerge,
perfoma the duty to which they had been
, scrme actual remains of the old cableway-
3 cff hearing ot the time, so Tom and Warren
a3 cated another fallen, spike studded
i ne tried to feollow up the hill.
some cround mines; and mnlﬂm,
y1low. Cablewavs, conveyor be _ts,

gEh-of ;p~1]eo ore. Afte
seone crips could vague ly
ilen fir needlss eand dead
fcllowzd this fauhu trail
throvgn brambles
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; Just es the pic-
3 had entrance, & hole
Bensctin this lole, and poinving dowiwerd
cxiy ended in g pool of water. Ag Tom
e posl {less than thyres fect deep). War-
or the upper hole.

secl from the face of the quarry ke found 2
five feet across, and just wall enough ©O
beuc into 2 Suc1¢, blind hele in the roof of
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into a smell indeabstion in the wall of the
= herber which vas filled with waisr.
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zs a shelter, Tom aid Warren called the rest of the party up to the
- cuarry so that they, too, could share in the "discovery'. Tom, and Del

ud g fissure which ran at an angle from the cave to the top of the
vorry.  They found that, after digging away some of the loose soil that

s lia
3 J",.’
ich ¥F&

ilen ir, & man could enter the fissure.

I1®)

Iz amount of farther probing could .enlarge the fissure into a cave

will have a ceve if we have to dig one). Saddened by anothsr “let

» 1., the party hended beck to tie warmth and dryness of their cars.
%23 no longer raining. It was now snowing!

o

spect, we feel that the tri p wes not entirely a lost cause.
“2 hizd suveeessfully traced a cave rumor to its source, and we had a lot
of fun deing it, despite the rain and snow. Surely our perseverance will
somc day be rewarded with a real, dark, sielagtite filled cave.
|
GDAT SHELTERS
3 by Charles H. Earriscn

7/10 mile wast of the Barlow Pass guerd sta-
p FiOhmaj of Vviashington and were exglored by

Uth Periy on May 3C, 1953. Carol and Joan Mar-
eblood were in support at the car.

i &

it most nearliy epproached
right, once acicss a

“n logs to help us climb
the near-bareness of the
asy and we kgd our down logs pic-

e

the rocks we got on a
ve moutn guarded by a cedsr
2, but belay points if you in-
=h and eacquate on the rock.
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Foe gl L0 1 beck for about 12 feet, with space enough

T uhe 1lnbu T C iz twhe aforementionad shaggy

ilrmeous: the cavs ppears to be the resuvlt of locally
- There are goat 2 _D::?.*‘mc on the ledgs floor, and

wa ler. A previcus exploration iz reported (by the Ver-

cut the cadar is on your right, and th2 road, curving




—’ t below and L50-500 yards away. It bears 60° true

2 dropped dova to the base of the rocks and contoured along and

870w vhem abotb 300 yaerds, crossing a draw which leads up to the sky-

iinz. Beyond this we reached a point from which we could see under a
* cverhang €0 feet or so sway, and also up to a larger opening visi-
Jrcm tre hignweay. This slope is not too steep and the route should

more than Class 3. If any obstacle exists, a route up the gully

rase2¢, and down 50 or 60 feet of rappel from the ridge top to the

ing should cer:ainly go. Thnis traverse took &0 minutes.

Acturn to the car took 30 minutes. The brush was heavier an our

voote nock to ths creek, and the most practical wey tc the uprer open-

] ing would be that we took, excluding the detour to the lower shelter.

; AN UWUSUAL CAVE IN TRAVERTINE

by W.R. Halliday

:

Forration Cavs, a few miles northeast of Soda 3Springs, Idsho, was
forwerly a noted tsurist attraction, and is still irdicated, albeit

1 305 o incorrectly, on many road maps of southeastern Idalio. Re-

mioolble in anpeararce and occurrance, it seems strauge thet it has re-
s soincd 3y overicok:d by speleolegists.

3

¢ Ineaily-n21d opinicn of the origin of the cave, despite 1its

: et thc apzx of a group of hot spring terrscesz,; holds it to be

4, of vadose scliuvicin. The orly kuown speleol. gi csl mention of
(L) was ty a writer totelly unfemiliar with hot spring ter-

; ¢ w therefore totally misdescribed the area. It was with
rise, therelore, that the writer found himself enter-
tarior of a gour (rimstone terrace), externzlly iden-

its large size, to that surrourding a.y rimstone

1 Lone cave.

] - . ;

o cave, it became obvious that the course of the
caix L wed thie outline cf the terrace. Sirce thnis cculd

! :c f:ulsrcg for 2 d;stance of over 300 feet, it was apparent that this

i ¢nuv;L0“ wes by nro means a-cidantal‘.The question of the mode of

the cave then arose.

3 Thz crezt of the terrace in which Formaticn Cave is located rises

cozut & feet above the lowest point in the now-dry pool which it for-
gl Z CCJpaased and about 10 feet above its base st its midpoint.
i ical of such terraces, its height from the base line becomes
progress;vely less on each arm until it blends indictinguishably with
(1) Bischoff, E.W. Caves of the Far West. Bull. NSS L:21, 19L2.
— p Page U of 6
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o edjoining terrace flows of equal height.

The interior of the cave proved of considerable interest, and of
zid in deciphering the origin of the cave. The inner wall in all loca-
1 t:-ns takes the form of a steep travertine cascade, levelling out at

tha floor to form a troad platform. In a few areas, it is possible to
slip between the steeply inclined ceiling and the margin of this plat-
form and observe tha® its edge curves abruptly downward to form another
terrace level about i feet lower. The outer wall and ceiling are in-
variably one and the same. Near-vertical at the base, it is of prc-
gressively but irregularly arching nature. Throughout the majority of
its considerable extent, it approximates a LS degree angle. In a helf-
doren points it lacks contact with the inner wall by distances of a few
inches to about a me.er. Most of these appear to be natural, though
somewtket modified by man.

4 The morphology of this unusual cave thus strongly suggests that it
: was formed by a gour which developed at the base of an overflowing hot
spiring terrace pe~t, and, during its growth, arched backwards in typi-
cal geur fashion to make contact with the pool wall. The leading objec-
; tion to this belief lies in the fact that some rimstones, 1 to 2 inches
in height, show an ill-defined central space. Although wvestly differ-
ert in apprearance, until all the processes involved in both these cases
are explained, some doubt must remain. Nevertheless, pending further
studies, there is every reason to believe that Formation Cave and simi-
lar, snaller examples a few dozen yards away, are the result of coal-
escence of gour and terrace wall in an unusual hot spring travertine
deposit,
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