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pesen L. Melellan, aditor - ' Publishod intormittemtly by
~403 Croscent Drive CasCauls CAVE RIFORT 4 Tho Cascaco Grotio, NSS
Scattlec 2, Washingion 11 Fobruary 1952

FI3LD TRIFSs Tho search for Donlan's Cavo near Snogualmie Pass.

The Cascado Groito was introducod to this cavo by Mre Frank Lynch, in tho June 13,
1951 izsuc of his colurm, "Seattle Scono" in tho Heattlo Timos nowspaper. This cave
was found in tho yoar 1902 by Joseph P. Donlan, who at tho timo was werking as a black-
gnith in 2 mine in Snoqualmio Pass. The mine vas almost exactly whero tho South Fork
of th9 Sncquwelmis River crossos the progent day highwaye On one of Donlan ] trxpe from
tho qino he :tsppod to do a 1ittlo climbing. This spot was in a ravine, gome l- miles
duz 983% of the mine. To the gouth and acroses the crook woro low hills, The mount&in
Denlar climbed was Donay Pool, Poking arcund in tho drift, rock and oarth ho cams
upor the eatranco to a caves Tho ontiranco ™9 low, and siightly in lack of the drift,
fairly long, but not highe Waen in tho cave ko could seo that it was broken up by
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"pillars cof stone," rascubling loge, though scmo wero not rounds Thego pillarg were

all smooth az though worn by the fiow of watere Donlan prococdod until ho folt that

he was i:q ar from the entraaco, which was now far behind, as ho had only miches,.
Moy

ars latar live Domlarn roturned to the very samc spot bui tho entrance had
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darren Fﬂ*30n5 uhro hags besn lending the ssorek for fhis cave reperis progrese ac
¢ the cave arca wea made by Del, a domoliticn expert friemd of hig
, and nmysclfe e were led by Josepn Patrick Donlan himgolf.

tirs Dunlen hed Ycer Lo the area of tho cavo only oncs 3inco its discovery
that rotur trip in 1928, he was unable to recognize anything about tho
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ing hia etory tegether ce best I could, I returnsd on ithroo ecparaie
elf and have boen able to identify oeveral lendrarks sonlan mentionod ==

is wife, and I woat to tho ¢ave aroa late in Soptombsr or carly October, but
rovontsd mueh expleratics.

irierd of mino wis is fa*r'y femiliar with tho DJonlan Cave orea has idenii.
landmrk just lazt wook {21 Jan '52). This makes me feel confidant that we
cave thiz syring, cfter tho cnow has gono.'

TRISS .combinued): ladush
darren Gibcon repories

r vacation trip I atbenpied
gav2 son oe kad only st dlow i1
% was mdo tc onicr.

to recach the Lopush Sea Cave, Wt found thed
dc, which was about 2300 Al at the time." Ee

inu s it
L 36 near Concreto, Skaget County, irn tho 7wicinity of tha "3-Liile Crasck Cava"
? O vJ

DOBOA i1 COR B

o this cave was intraoduced to ug by lir. Frank Lymch. OSomz thirsy yoars ago
Vo s2zmmy Mogusen come upon the cavo zite abevo Hverett s o; but recognized it only
22 2 si Lest autum Fred Jensen, LState Forcster, chanced upoan tiho samo spod and
LOTEEL L Lole. IIo notifiog Hchkeﬁ ard Stzic Foresier Roy Benham. Local Zditor.
Chiarian vcia then notificd and on Jdowm: tho lino te the Cascadc Croiioe

O lecember 2, an cxpeliticn compoced of Gretdo members, fricnds cné officiale do-
conded upon ihe cavae In the party woro Johnellis Jenes, John Tate (jusst), Peter
Ueleliwm; Mavren o ibsen, Lucy end Del lleolys Staie Ferosters Frad Jensean and H«E, icjucens
Sditer Bueliey and u“* Hvi0lley.

?3 tur the cave it was nocessary to divert e small ctream thai vas pouring into

ini hdie oﬂu.u‘co. Tha firgt chambor viee roughly 40 feot long and 1% feet wide with

f; inelinsd cieling which gove just encugh rooz 4o siand erect part of tho timea
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Fo0m, 2 narrovw crack at the lower ond wound ir a 12 to 15 foot pucsapge which
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spanad Ambo another room alnmost a3 Lig cs the firste Tho only way it could be roached was
so eraw.. hcad firot under an outjutting locdgo, lic flat on your back and wizgle for iho
ionrth of your body, then work around a righteanglo cornor for a fow moro foot bofore
omering on the floor of the. inner roome :1l mombers of tho party mado this innor room.
flero a siroam of wmtor cagcadod dowm onc oido of the room and disappoarod into a hole at
tho lower end of lho room. A mmber of very omll passacos load fron both rooms but nono
voro larpc cnocugh to cxploro with more than a light boam. lligh wator wmnrks and drift
wood indicatod :hat this imnor room is subjoct to completo floodinge 1In 2ll tho total
loncth of thic cavo, about 80 foot, mmking this tho largest to dato in“Jostorn iashinzton.
(Procise location rmp scnt Ly Lre lcQuoon on filo)e.

The oarca arounc Concreto is prolably an idcal localion for mny cavos but tho dcnse
coniforouvg rain forest complctoly obocuros thome Tho oink holc of Iicjucon's cave is
vigiblo fron an abandonod railroad track,

RUU0RS, Cur tiain cource of ingpirations

\’ar: un Giwson rcportss "I have picked up rumors of throo other cavos noar Soattlo.
Two in the urnennalmio Pags arcaes Ono of thego Pass caves is a known ooning on tho south
face of Granito llountain. 7Tho othor Pass rumor is of some caves suapoctod near or on
onocuzluic Feake The third rumor is of o suppcsed cavo noar inunclaw and involves an
Tadion prospecior anc two sucpected murcors."

D¢l lcely ropects a series of cavoa 1,9.3.11’01; in lisLoughling Canyon, noor Tonasket.
lere, 34 SOCED, “hat "Ichoughl-.n g men" took rofuce thore fron tho Indians but all wers
dlloda Thoru arc szid to be fissurog in thoso caves ilat have no mcasurablo botton.

Jule. ‘.:2,, ¢ that load the croup to the Ut. Iosaquah talus cave lagt spring (seo
investigoting another cave noar Igsaquahe

4 pecoiblo cave ontranco wag observed from tho “llountain Loop Highuay", just south
of Jarlewv Yocoge Jarrcen Gibson trioé Yo roach tho cave alono, but feund that it v@s no omo
230 undersatiiass

OO0 LL0TGus o brief meoting was hold this fall, but nothing de¥in i*e was to result
i G viovurteor 20, 1051, a buginoss mroting vns held at Lol ficely's housgo with
jonzo, Foler thal..un and Fhil Gilhouson in attondanco. Thce following items
cods (1) Rocards; (2) BExzpensos (3) Publicity; (4) Uooborship; (5) Participa-
‘) sloction. Undor itom (1) it wog decided that Peter lcLellan should keop
ivtaiz all records of the lortlwicot coves and, inm genoral, act ag iligtorien for ihe
s6'Ses {2} 1o Guos arc o be collectod from any 55 member 4o bolon;; to the Grotto.
10 prblicoiion of tho CCit will be financed on & pro rata basis. On this account $1.00
1 g m-_b\ t2d Ly Johnellis Jonos, Phil Gilaouser, ol IIooly and Poter licLellen for thig
wrent icsue. Thore was no election as tkhe mjority vmntod the prosont monbers to rerain
G «I:‘. 101y
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Delfcrd M. licody - Chairmgn

Peoier L. UcLellan = Secretary - Troesurcer anc Lilitor
€325 Tho fclloving major project wag nogotiated by Fotor licLollan with fr. Douglas
iberne of dho Umvcroluy of J‘.shm‘;tc“. The Cascade Grotto will assist in tho explora-
ter. ¢f caves located by a {iolcd team of the Univoreity. Two grauun’co stuconts will probe
317 operd w0 or throe mouths in the ficld scarching for, recording, and ovaluating cove
See Iroe wns archoclogical peint of viewe Thic will undoubtodly bo of rwdual bonofii
> toth Irpunizationss A meoting will bo arranged in the ncar fuiturce

i (WIS

SLIBLA0s Virsdinia ilcorm writos thut she is & Junior in lligh School and has touroed in
erol cermercicl caves.  ohe is very anxicus to mcot the mombore (remombor sho lives in
novion) ond correspond with anyono on cavinge

Jio Loore io at the Goology Decpartmont ai the "U" as a graduato siudent.
rre is ubore ve cen lock for rmpping to be organizod on a going basio in tho Grotto).
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Io0shbLisCUSs A gtatcment has boen wcceived by tho Groito writton by Noil Morgan con-
cerninz the rony cavo sitcs ncar his homo in Bovorlye (1) Indian Cavg, Grant Gounty,
gouth of Vantage on oast bank. After croscing tho Vantago bridgo geing onst, you turn
right and drivo about ono mile gouth, und on tho loft hané 0ijo of tho road the 30 by 30
foot mouth of this cuve looms upe Tho cave is about 30 foot doope It was ueed by the
Indinns as it is 2@ collocting pluce Zor local "pot huntors.”

(2) Thoro is a hand mado cavo 4 niloo wost of Sayrma. It 49 e~1lod Zho Ico Cavoe
Thero iz ice in this cavo at all timos. In the hottost oummor woathor, 105¢ F, tho ice
stays, the came as overe Tho nmouth is 4 feot wide and 7 foot talle Tho dopth is 20 or
25 focte Tho cavo has o door vigiblo from tho road.

(3) 7Thic cavo is approximtoly 3 or 3} milcs south of 3ovorly in Grant County. It
ig found just Leneath the highest point of tho road going around tho first rock cut bolor
Jovorly. It is impossiblo to get into thisc: cavo whon tho Columbio divor is at its high
wointc. This is a lava cave with a mouth ajpnrexzimtoly 60 foot wico and 45 feot high.
"he main part socs back 35 or 40 foot, here dividing into two, tho longoot adding 25 or
30 fe.t ti the cavo's length.

(4) Thero arc o lot of caves on tho lower cni of Lowor Lona Lakc. Lower Lona Lake
12 nocr the flamya Harma River Guard Station just outsido Clympic tlational Parke Thosoo
caves uere mmn2 by a glide of hugs boulders ani lhoro aro passase vayc a’l through those
rockae  Tho pascajes and srnll roome ;o Govm undor visiblity of sunlishte. Vigiting tho
caves shictll be deno in the carly part of sumicr bocauco whon tho lako io high onc cannot
=24 inte many of the openingg. Tho rocks arc usally coverod with houvy noss.

'The curvey this sumser will 5o able 1o cvalwito theose reportse

An oxnlovatory leutcr wag sent to tho "Tacoma iiows Tribumc" on icbrunry 7 by the
«ceretary, ceacerning the cave (2) that leads fron ihe city of 'facom to the Tacoma

rarrove, a éistanco of O milese Tho many curious repuris on this s.cn very intorosting.

:40IC0Ys  dith the apparont scarcity of Ior—c caves in tho Pacific Horthwost, there is a
ocncency fat alnegt oany small cpeainy to bo culled a cavo and reportced as guche It is
aito obvious thut this will givo a falcc picturo of tho cavin: situation as it cxisteo
ith respoct to comparativo nurberge It therofore socms nccossary o catablish a
~itoricr Ly which we my olinincio or otherwiss covaluuio roports and obvscrviticns as 4o
tothor or not we arc dooiing with a cave or @ "hele=in-tho-wall" cavity., It is thoro-
wre reccmmenced that the felloving dofinmisicn of a cave be acceptods

A QCCK IICLOLULLE HAVIZIG €Il €4 TGy DAJIIIT S SUANCLS, Al T LIAST +0RTICHS

Oir w1l ININRICA I TCoL DTS
2 gocn a3 poscililo the lizt of caveo dioiributed by tho Cascade Grotto will ULe rovised
0 corfora to thig d¢eliniticn. Unforturctely this rans that ono of the two cavoga listod
or Juchiagson in tho socicty publicuticn “"Palacos Undor tho Barth" is not officinlly
ceomiized by thig Grottod This ic Cholan Ico Cavs which doos ceniain ico ot times, bui
5 ne deeper than throe fcots
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vIEE CAVIIS OF YO00.LiiITs VALLLY

2y Pector le licLollan

Jhen looking for nmatural cavos ono usually doos not go to Yoscmito. Obviously,
no lirestono areas my be cxpociod in a continuous granite formation, of which the
park is principally composcd. discouragenent wo ef fored fron overy cicdo, oven from
oix oithcr gspeleologicts who wore also in the valloy. Ilonetheless, in tho surmor of
1951 an offcrt wng mdoe t¢ locato and describo anyr oxisting cavos in Yosenite Valloy,
for its cxicnzive talus slopes do rerrescent opnorsunity for boulder caves to occur.
The Irndian Caves of the valloy arc, of course, & wolleknown point of intorost; ond
{ley crec also thio only caves within the pork Imowm by tho author to bo on recorde.

Feo tho purposo of this discussion I wish to dofino a cavo as a rock onclosuro
heving cne or moro dofinite cniranccs, and at lcast poriions of tho intericer in total

darknssc.  This 1nmcu*aucly oLiminatos tho mpjority of tho "holo-in~tho=tmll" cavi-
tloc which —ay o Jormced almosct anyuherce Irom the randon accurmlation of dalius elong
tio bage of tho Ligh valley wails. It doos, om ti:o other hand, cstablish ceriain
ciructuros ae dofinitely being in tho cavo catogorye

Ongo of tho moro siznificant {indc recorded {ihis summor was that of Carbonato
Cave, which iz locatod ncar the bridlo path betwoon Indian Cavos and Hirror Lako,

t no"th of Iren Spring. This is a bouldsr cavo having a small gsccondary cntranco
fzot boyond tho larsoest or outer 1limit of thc saves This distance wams nsasurod
i on o riso of 2% dogrces frem the horizomtal, From this point tho cavo is dar
oend rigos 14 fooid vortically, hoving two gtandins levols vwithine The important foa--
turs of uhiﬂ cava iz tho oncrusistion of cave coral covering tho granite boulder
veilz,  Ihig is a surfaco coating of carbonute rosombling tiny gtalactites and gtae
lromitos, vehe bsing rounded or bead-shapod while othors aro cylindrical, pointod
Terzatior Sxarination with hydrochloric acid suggosts this to bo the mineral
ho1oL¢Lu, a calciur-mognocium carbornto.

Thiz moterial e dopeogcitcod uporn tho wmlls by cvaperation of minorali-bearing
Pregenco of tho depociit iz wovorred by the charactor of tho ground wvater in
Laity, which in turn ic govormod ty tho kiind of wator-soluble mmtarials with
: has como in comtacte &3 ground v vauor is gxceodingly mobile, it con readily
aineral material in one pinico wad dopeait it, for example, in a cave mny
om its sources It is thus peosiblo to have, dopositod on a wall rock,

Tinorg JP;ch iz of an entircly different cumpooiiicr from that of tho wmil rock.

K urronco cf ccrboncto cucrustationg in &rcag of apparantly continuous
athor raree Sucfaco co2tings hove boen cbserved on come of tho toelus
Seuliore of tho valloey and on tha cidos of @ lzrge crratic boulder o quarier of a
2ilo norihr of the Lyo]? Glacicrs lre 7,y Re Ialliday pointe out in a lettar to tho

gt cave coral has beern dobooryvod in two gseuthorn Celifornia granito ereas
Jezhaila Creok Gove, cear Anze Poct @ffice fn tho San Jacinto aroa, and on tho
o
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unieralds of a craniic boulder about ono milo woct of Soda Crock Cave on tho south
fork ol ko Tule River. The proxinity of our Carbtonaoto Cavo to Iron Spring, which
ig akgo ::cningl" out of p13cc, mi@xt indicato a hidden lenmo or girotunm of rock
otiag 4l Tan

g0 o COrtaln amo(r4 of goil procent betwoon the bouldors of

Jechonsd s vaves  Oomall funncl-shaped ioles, a quaisiter to hali an inch in depth,
aore devslened vhero the go0il covora tho ledges, iLndicating drips during poriods
myistiires A Live millipede and soveral dozen dead cranc flicc wore found in the
=7k portion of tho cavoe

Juet wost of Cartonate Cave four logsor caveg vioro obcorved, nonc of which
zontainad cavo corale

A digcussion of Indiazn Caves 32 in oridor to ochtablish its place in the list
n{ cawoz Leing lecatode The general anpourcénco is ono of massivo bouldore, with
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ono ci then dominating tho vieu soon from thg parking lote ’m:ie particular rock,
4) Zact high, forms the min cave roome Tho ontrancoe is 173 feet wide, but as tho
vigsiter will scc, the avorago coiling heicht is only 2 foete If thig is no obstacle
one Y proccod gtraight in for a uwtanco of 44 feot until an accurmlation of small
rock: is mot. Rotracing stops to tho entrance, ono may circlo tho massivo rock
githor to tho right or loft and find many omall openings, whilo somo aro large
caouth to hide scverel pooplo. A fow hours may bo spent examining and axploring
thogz opoenings. By working ons’s way well up She talus slopo, about 10 foot higher
than the main '*ock, goveral moro continucug oponings o cnirancos riay b0 founde
Cne =f thc highcet of theso slanis baock down for 43 foot boforo ending in o pile of
:mil reche=~aprarontly tho suno onog vhich torminato tho main room bLelowe Iicro
author mde vorbal comrmnication with o person in the end of that roome No
could be gsoon filtoring through tiec rock barrier, vhich miy be 4 to 10 feot
‘ If vwo assums a thickncss of 8 foet for this partifion, tho cavo propar ie,
horn, With ono digcontinuity, aboui 9% fool lenge Sovernl side passajos of &
inor uature exist in tho upper scctione

Tiio namo Indian Cavcs is appropriato becausce filet rocks in tho aron outside
have sero moriar helos which tho Indiens medo in poundaing acarns. Logiceily, it
my 3 suppesod that the Indizns uced nsst of tho more m.ces._.-blo pertiore of the
caves for food “tcruge ard occazioual dhelior,

Jortinuing west along 4hs mneorih edze of tho valley wo coxs to the Yegemite
s Indisn Cavege The main cxvo im this arca iz only abent 100 yards roaotih

tho foospath to the fulls frem tho parking 1ot, and ia at this ‘ime the

5% knourn cavo in thce purk. Although a fau poopls have knowr of this cavo it
asgwzod that cortain portiorns of it hovo rot Loon cntorec sincoe ul:‘b withw
c¢f the Indians. A mombs: of ona of tha cxplaoring porties thio gsummer fouad
on ol ..Lq;,c Yuma gpear point lyiig ca tho flosr of one c¢f tho mere inaccossible
roong. Thig is the first rocord of guch a poimnt bolinz fourd in Yosozito Valleys
the o2int probably prodatos all othor Indiaa coliwme in the arca.

Ln up“rcnc’"u“" thig cavo firrom the troil several things abovt the centrance
atoul.i ko moticol, Thero aro v mortar holos in the large flat rock just outside
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tho ontranca. 2s3yord, thare aplear tc beo the ronnins of an ¢lid wall of t2o kind
counonly uzod by tho Indiane %o bDleck tho catrancee bout thie arca 2 sirong
cclt roft sconms to como frem ti:c cave. Looking above, it my be soon that thoro
iz pn lichon groving on tho rocizs just over a1t around the ontrawnce duo to this
lecalized crafte The draft ce2aseg insido tho cave althoughk ¢ cool temperaturs
orovaiis Lhroupiiout.

e gize of this cave ig not readily apparont to the c¢agual obgorwver who
gutolm, Lony place° roquire sirugzling throvp: narrov paggagod, somo no largor
thar LU of a pediumegizoC pPergoin. .00 x‘aqu.-rc crav.ing osn ono or the othor

ol
sido, 3toreh, o beck, or head or -feet firss. Ju t how lar:;c thc cavo ig ould be
wilisele te oay, gince 1170 receanaigsonco partios cpent o deial of 8 hours ia enly
sari uf ihe coves Gver 4 hours vero gpeat in mapping part of this arca. Now
prostoevnys continually came inso viow and new roomg ﬂ-mpco.rod after crowliag through
cm1l helws at what, oven at souond glance, would appear tc Lo o doad end.

Part of tho gsouth sico of tho cave hac now boon rappot. Three lovels viere
fornc neros  Tho upper lovol i3 tho ozt froquently visited, if judzod Ly the papors
dronned about. Tho socomd lower lovel containcé tix rcom where tho Yura point was
fommc. Tho lowest lovel is damp., One room harc hue a sandy flcor. In anothor
gocticn of the cavo, probably middlse levol, cuve coral wao fcound, Tho rny now belng
azdo will incicute just how largo tho cavo is and, with tho aid of thu lottor bench
marke that have beon burned onto tho rocks, will shas the bost routo to foliow in
ornlering: ths cavoe

A fairly larso nunbor of spiders live moar tho ontrancos. Jusi 25 foot into the
r}ark arou {rom an entranco e Sicira llevada salamnder (Snsetinn siorrae) was foumd,
-:¢orn cupe appoarod froquently in parts of tho cavee
It i3 strongly rocommonded that no ono aitompt to explors this cavo unloss
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Gccorzariod by soverel poople cll carrying acoquatc light eourco and posssssing somo
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degree of climbing okill, .ibovo all, gome vory strong elothing ohould Lo worn as
ihe rocks aro quitc gharp and immovablo in clodo quartors.

Thero are undoubtedly meny moro cavos tc bo found. Already thore aro roports
© cave near the Hidrror Lake Loop Troil ans of two in Tonaya Canyocn. .inothor

neg boon reporiad north of the Yoscmite Falle Indian Cavos. .ith stirmlatod ine
Sorcst in @y Do possible to iccate these as woll as othors. Thoro is a certain
amount of wvalue in knowing just vhoro thoso cavos aroe and to what usgo thoy vore
?fd‘tf tho Iqi;gns‘ In a?aitign Yo indicating formor Indian campsitos, thoy casn,
<0 reund in Sielr wiginal condition, bo of ccasiderable archaocologzical valus to
142 purke.

coriat from YOOUNI®RS NATURL NOTUS Vol XXX, No. 12, pp. 147 - 120,

Thorg gro noro lmoun ctves in tho vallgy than oro referred to in the articlo.
Jiscussion with Ire Robert liciniyre, former Ascistant Park luturalist in Yosomite,

12ve in the Herthwoest o ilt, Rodnior National Park, hac led rno o beliovo thuat
1

ptore
tho toitc cnves ars culiic numsraus. [iis inforrntion was obftained from “Chief Loeerico"

who wus bern in a cave not far lrom Hridnl Vail Falls., This cave ic situated well
ooy foom the 21iff. Goling vogs fvon the Falle on ine main trail, the cavo is zbout
125 wurds alon~ and on the ri@:i hond side, mrtinlly visible frem tho trail,

snchhor 2ovo montioncd was noait Hapuy Islcae “his is gupposed to be of fair
gize Lbub 1ot ag largo as iho Yosomito Falls Iadian Cavo. I a doiailod study wore o
t¢ pade of 0ll tho Rengor and Runger-liniuralist rcports it is cortain mny cavos
wonld bo referroad So. Spocial notico wo nevoer boon given fto tho roports on caves,
et they howe toon ronortod.

It is osirengly recomuondod thkat if cayono wiches to contoet Lemes that thoy ke
i 1oy of ithe Loturaliste or good wernm3 with him bofore appradching him dirocily,
reod cortact in Yoserito may be a lr. Jrank {Kim) Dunn, tho ic an omployce of
t Cerpony. Ure Dunn has cxprosscd his Intoroet in cavoes and difficuliy in
findin: peoplc o accompany him on triwa in o leiior to Potor licLellan,

nduerd Lanchy, of Stanford Grotitv, writes that Siorrea Club climbere have repartad
2 oeave uoove Lowor Yecemite Fall. Ilc alsc reilers o an articie wrilter by J. M.
Mudehings on this covee It can be addod thoi Jokn Muir me also uritton abeut this,
o wai not rceecrdod Locaude it deos not fit the critorion cotablishod for defining

C3¥is, L:Ca, 1i

£
2 gkt cnters all peritions of tho "cavo.!

¢y has bYeen cormlotcd cn the siiuntion ¢f 1ho "Oblique Yuma point”
nite lalls iIndicn Cave. JSevoral other diagonaily {laked p;eimts havo
oing called "Yumz peints.” &dudy has sheun those not to be tho

ate of the Hish Flaiar. Instead, thooz poirts aro fownd to be wold
vithorn Siorra Neveda foothille, in fairly rccont gitos. For a com-
zieie ropert on this wi clorences waish the Yosendite Hoturce lictos far ivs agpeare-
ance cor geond a roguest te Pctor liclellan, plua pociuge, ond tho articlo will bo miloed
1o you. It will not cpnear in the CCR.
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